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Messages

Message

I am glad to know that true to its traditions, St. Claret College is
bringing out yet another edition of its annual magazine
“Excelsior”. Over the years, “Excelsior” has served as a platform
for its student community to express themselves and bring out
their various talents especially in literature. It has also been a
forum for the College to share the glad tidings of its onward
journey with its well-wishers, friends and parent community.

In our times, where electronic media is largely overtaking the print
media, it is heartening to see that St. Claret College encourages
the print media in various ways. It is the responsibility of the
educational institutions like St. Claret College to strive for the
multifaceted development of its students by giving them
maximum positive exposure, keeping a healthy and timely
balance. St. Claret College vouches for a carefully planned mix of
co-curricular and extra-curricular activities that facilitates the
formation of a balanced personality in the Claretines and
provides them with a cutting edge in job prospects. Excelsior is
part of the Claretine Holistic Education program. Such value
addition programs are aimed at providing additional skills and
training to the students and make them better paced especially in
communication skills. Seen in such a larger perspective, the
student community should whole heartedly own up and
collaborate ininitiatives like “Excelsior”.

Let me wish the Principal, the Staff, and the Students of St. Claret
College, the editorial team of “Excelsior” and all those who
collaborate and contribute with their valuable and timely
initiatives to the successful release of this edition of the college
magazine.

Sincerely yours,

ca:.fl_midei

Rev. Dr. Jacob Arakkal John, CMF
General Manager, St. Claret Group of Institutions

Excelsior | 2015-16

3



Messages

Message

hange is constant. This adage has been very true in

the context of St Claret College, as | look back at the
academic year2016-17. The year has been indeed an year
of new initiatives and better outcomes, in keeping with the
dynamic culture at St Claret. Right from the inauguration of
the academic year 2016-17, the college campus had been
buzzing with events - both curricular and extra-curricular,
aimed at the holistic growth of the Claretines. This year,
314 Claretines passed out of the portals of St Claret, with
the dream of pursuing their life goals. And | believe that the
three years of holistic education at St Claret, has put them
in good stead to raise their bars and dream bigger. Itis also
heartening to note that out of these 314 young graduates,
108 have already received job offers from 11 different
companies through our Placement Cell - bearing testimony
to the fact that our graduates are job-ready on account of
the wholesome Claretine education that proactively
bridges the academia-industry gap. While congratulating
those already placed, | also wish good luck to all the others
who have chosen to pursue higher studies in their chosen
field. Itis equally heartening to note that our graduates get
admissions in the premier institutes of higher learning. St
Claret takes pride in the fact that it has instilled in them the
quest for further studies and specialize in their area of
interest. This year, we were also the proud witnesses to two
of our students bagging Bangalore University ranks at the
University's annual convocation.

incipa

St Claret is indeed a catalyst that transforms the students
into responsible citizens of not just India, but also of the
various nationalities to which our students belong. The
burgeoning number of foreign students in our campus goes
to prove the all-embracing vision of the college, which
transforms every Claretine into a truly global citizen, a trait
thatis surely a plus in the globalized milieu we live in. As we
conclude the current academic year, our eyes remain open
to the longer vision we have for our college. We continue to
pursue our dreams, which won'tlet us sleep.

Vice Pr

Rev. Fr. Vineeth George, CMF
Vice Principal
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Another action-packed acade
mic year has come to an end and
it is now time to ponder over the year
gone by. The nomadic eyes of the reflective
mind search the sphere for ports that the
vessel called on during this cruise period.

In any educational institution's history, each
year is very distinct from the other, just like the
life of a tree. The metaphor is not too
farfetched: an educational institution just like
a plant, if well nurtured, grows into a sturdy
tree that in turn, not only provides shelter and
shade, but also grows new brushwood that
become brawny branches, which one day will
spread far and wide. And so has it been with
St. Claret College (SCC).

The academic year 2016 — 17 witnessed the
college hosting a number of well received and
attended National and State level
Conferences. A National conference on
“Start-Up India: Trends, Opportunities and
Challenges” organized by the IQAC, an
International Conference “INIT2K17”
organised by the Department of Computer
Science, a State level English Conference
“Literature in a Globalised World: Routes and
Roots” by the Department of Humanities
(English), and a State Level Kannada and
Hindi Seminar on “Dalit Literature in Kannada
and contribution of Women Novelists in Hindi
Literature” by the Department of Languages.

2015-16 | Excelsior

Editorial

Apart from these, the college also had its
customary events like Inter — collegiate
cultural fests, sports meets, guest lectures
and workshops, all of which have helped the
students give a free rein to their creative
potential. All these achievements only show
SCC's growing popularity and recognition just
like the brushwood that sprouted and
branched out.

The college magazine
'Excelsior' is not a mere register
of the growth of the college, but
also a keepsake. The magazine is
divided into the English, Hindi and
Kannada sections that contain short stories
that are evocative, poems that are touching
and prose pieces that are thought provoking
and introspective. All these showcase the
immense literary talents of our students.

In your hands, dear students is journal of one
year's life you spent in this institution. And so
dear students, hopefully as you flip through
the pages today, tomorrow and the days to
come, this year 2016 — 17 will come back to
you dramatically nostalgic.

On behalf of editorial committee of the
magazine, | would like to thank the
management, the Principal, Vice Principal,
staff members and students for their support
and benefaction for making Excelsior 2016 —
17 possible.

Happy Reading!

Allan P Fernandez
Chief Editor
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Foreword

oday's education system needs to be an amalgamation of
what is good in the past and embracing what is new and
effective for the holistic development of students to be future
men and women who lead the world; who bring in new learning;
who are not afraid to experiment; who are eager to challenge
the present world order for a superior and innovative one. Print
media has been around from the 14-15th century and it has
undergone sea change through the ages. Print media has the
advantage of tangibility and the sensory effect attached to that.
Even though, this media has been used for a long time,
technology and innovation in the use of print media makes it
one of the most effective media even today. Excelsior, St.
Claret College's annual, also makes use of print media to
communicate, express and to publish the talents of Claretines.

Excelsior 2016-17 is the college magazine which helps
students and staff of St. Claret College to express themselves
through the print media. It provides an opportunity to the
blossoming writers and the established ones alike to articulate
their ideas in an organized way: let it be in the form of a poem,
story, essay, or a review in English, Kannada or Hindi.
Excelsior is not just the collection of literary works of students
and staff, but it also in a nutshell presents all the activities of the
college for the year 2016-17. It has reports of the departments,
clubs and associations, IQAC, student and faculty
achievements, prize winners and the major initiatives in the
given year. So Excelsior, along with providing the platform to
improve the literary skills of students and staff, doubles its
utility as a record book of achievements, initiatives, and
programs the college has conducted during the academic year
2016-17.

At the very outset of its publication, | would like to express my
heartfelt thanks and appreciation to the Editorial Team under
Asst. Prof. Allan Fernandez who worked relentlessly in making
this College Annual a reality. | need to make a special mention
of Rev. Fr. Vineeth George, the Vice Principal, who
meticulously did the proof reading and correction to make this
edition of Excelsior to this superior level. | also congratulate
and thank all those who have made use of this edition of
Excelsior as a platform to unleash their creative minds, and all
the departments who filled in with their reports. | present this
annual to all the Claretines and those who are well wishers of
St. Claret College. May God bless you all.

Fr. (Dr) Sabu George, CMF
Principal, St. Claret College

Excelsior | 2015-16
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Annual Reports

Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC)

Inauguration of First year Degree Classes

The college organized the inauguration
programme for the first year batches on June 29,
2015 in which students who enrolled under various
Undergraduate Degree programmes for the

Dignitaries during the release of the college
magazine Excelsior 2014-15

academic year 2015-16 and their parents
participated. The guest speaker on the occasion was
Dr. D. Jeevan Kumar, Special Officer to the Vice
Chancellor, Bangalore University. He spoke about
the need for a value-based and holistic education for
youth. During the function EXCELSIOR, the
annual college magazine, was released by Rev. Fr.
Thomas Thennady, the former Principal of the
college, giving the first copy to Rev. Fr. Joseph
Mathew, the administrator of St. Claret Education
Institutions. They were joined by Principal Rev. Dr.
Sabu George, Vice Principal Rev. Fr. Vineeth
George, Prof. D. Yogananda Rao, the Chief Editor
of Excelsior and the then Director of the School of
English at Reva University and Ms. Reema
Harshith, Excelsior Editor (English Section) and
Asst. Prof. of English, Dept. of Humanities.

Investiture of the College Council

The newly elected Student Council members took
the solemn oath of office on July 25, 2015. Dr. K.
K Seethamma, Registrar of Bangalore University
was the chief guest for the day. Rev. Dr. Sabu
George, Principal, Rev. Fr. Vineeth George, Vice
Principal, Rev Fr. Thomas Thennady, former
Principal of St. Claret College, Rev. Fr. Sojan K.
Abraham, Principal, Claret PU College, Rev. Fr.
Benny Mathew, Principal, Antony Claret School,
and Ms. Shashikala, Staff coordinator, were also
present for the ceremony. Rev. Fr. Vineeth George,
Vice Principal, administered the oath to the College
Captains, Cultural and Sports representatives.
Presidents and Vice Presidents of the various clubs
and associations along with the class
representatives also took the oath. The newly
appointed Student Council Members were adorned
with sashes and received the flag from the Chief
Guest Dr. K. K Seethamma and Rev. Dr. Sabu
George. During the swearing-in ceremony, the
members of the student council were bestowed with
badges for their respective posts.

Two-Day Faculty Development Program held on
23rd & 24th June 2015

Internal Quality Assurance Cell of St. Claret
College organised a two-Day Faculty Development
Program for the faculty & staff on June 23 & 24,
2015 in the college seminar hall. The resource
person for the programme was Rev. Fr. K.M. Jose,
SDB, Don Bosco Renewal Centre, Bangalore. On
June 23, 2015 the program was inaugurated by the
then Principal Rev. Fr. Thomas Thennady along
with Vice Principal, Rev. Dr. Sabu George, and Rev.
Fr. Vineeth George. The program included
presentations, discussions and group activities on
various topics of teaching methodology
such as qualities of a good teacher, class
room discipline, use of ICT in class,
methods to improve teaching methods,
emerging trends in education, teacher
values, self evaluation of teachers,
experience of teachers & expectations of
adolescence were discussed. The two-day
programme was successful with positive
feedback from the faculty & staff who
gained new insights in imparting values
and knowledge.

The newly elected members of the College Council
with Principal, Vice Principal and Dr. K. K. Seethamma,
Registrar of Bangalore University

Excelsior | 2015-16 11



Annual Reports

A One-Day National Conference on 'Issues and
Challenges of Commerce and Management'

A One-Day National Conference on 'Issues and
Challenges of Commerce and Management' was
held at St Claret College, Bangalore on October 20,
2015, organised by both the departments of
Commerce and Management.

g
Book of Abstracts of the National Conference

Dr. Latha Pillai, Director of Rajiv Gandhi National

Institute of Youth Development was the chief guest
and the keynote speaker for the event. Dr. Pillai
spoke about the changing trends in higher education
and need to move beyond boundaries. Rev. Fr.
Varghese Karukulathel, Manager; Rev. Fr. Joseph
Matthew, administrator; Rev. Dr. Sabu George,
Principal; Rev. Fr. Vineeth George, Vice Principal
and Mr. Safeer Pasha M, IQAC coordinator were
present during the session.

Dr. Velmurugan P. S, Dept. of Commerce,
Pondicherry University took a technical session on
the implication of Goods and Service Tax and
Centre — State relations. It was followed by panel
discussions on the much relevant topic 'Make in
India'.

The conference brought new ideas, opinions and
suggestions towards supporting the sustainable
growth of the economy. Over 70 papers on
categories encompassing varied aspects of
Commerce and Management were presented. The
college also released the conference proceedings
with [SBN number.

Life Skills and Professional Skill Development
Program

The faculty of St. Claret College conducted a two-
day Life Skills Development Programme for all the
first year batches from June 30 - July 1, 2015 and for
the second year batches from August 7 - 8, 2015.
The programme included one-hour sessions on
bridging the gap between Pre-university and Under
graduate learning, Personal grooming and social
etiquettes, Inter-cultural sensitivity, and Goal-
setting for the first year students. For the second
year students, topics such as Media influence, Need
to forgive, Handling jealousy, and Maintaining
good relationships were dealt with. Life Skills
Development Programme is part of holistic
education that St. Claret College aims to impart to
its students.

Parent- Teachers Meet

Two Parent-Teachers meetings were organised by
the college during the year 2015-16. The first
parent teacher meeting was held on September 19,
2015. The program was started with an input
session by the student counsellor of the college
Ms. Usha Ravi, followed by an interaction of
parents with

the class
mentors to
discuss the
overall
progress of
their wards.
The second
Parent
teacher
meeting was
held on March 12, 2016.

Thanksgiving Day

Ms Usha Ravi addressing the parents

St Claret College celebrated Thanksgiving Day on

April 7, 2016. Rev Sr. Vinita, Principal of Cluny
Convent Pre-University College, Jalahalli was the
chief guest of the day.




SrVinita with Principal and
Vice Principal on Thanksgiving Day

While delivering her speech Sr. Vinita motivated
the students to put their hearts into whatever they do

Annual Reports

of the college Blog designed by Jerin, Kaushik,
Kalyan, Jithin, Renil and Dennis of final year BCA.

Session on "'Suicide Prevention”

St. Claret College conducted a two-hour session on
"Prevention of Suicide" on January 2, 2016. The
resource person was Rev. Dr. Paulson Veliyannoor,
Principal of St. Claret College, Ziro, Arunachal
Pradesh. He discussed the various reasons that lead
to suicides and elaborated on the ways in which they
can be prevented. The session on this socially
relevent issue was an eye-opener for students.

and follow their passion for
being successful in life. The
college also honoured students
who excelled in both academic
and co-curricular activities in
the academic year 2015-16.

Claret Alumni Meet

As part of its responsibility
towards the alumni of the
college, St. Claret College
organized an alumni meet for all
the alumni of the college on
April 23, 2016. The event witnessed the election of
the President and Secretary of St. Claret Alumni
Association - Mr. Martin Sebastian and Ms. Lidia
Fernandez. The event also witnessed the unveiling

Rev. Dr. Paulson conducting the session
on “Suicide Prevention”

2015-16 13
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Annual Reports

Department of Commerce
Annual Report for the Academic Year 2015-16

“To dream anything that you want to dream, that is
the beauty of the human mind; to do anything that
you want to, that is the strength of the human will;
to trust yourself to test your limits, that is the
courageto succeed.” — Bernand Edmonds

The academic year 2015-16 began with a bunch of
blessings and the mercy of God Almighty on all our
departmental  endeavours. By thanking his
wonderful providence and the powerful
intercession of our patron St. Claret here we present
the Annual Report of the Department for the
Academic year 2015-16. This academic year the
department has received four new committed and
dedicated teachers with high qualifications,
knowledge and experience to lead our students
towards their overall growth and development.

Bridge Course:

The department began its activities for the academic
year 2015-16 with a bridge course program for the
1st year students of B.Com from July 2 - 24, 2015.
Ms. Maria D' Souza., HoD, briefed the students
about the course content and motivated them to
attend the sessions regularly. Mr. Mohan Kumar.
M.S, Asst. Prof., Dept. of Commerce coordinated
the bridge course program for the academic year
2015 — 2016. The course focused on basics of
accounting concepts. The main objective of the
bridge course was to enable students to understand
the present requirements of the Bangalore
University syllabus.

Business Club activities

The Department of Commerce strives to ensure the
development of strong professionals through

i 'j.'.; [

Student takes part in Product Launch competition
held as part of Business Club activities

opportunities for multi-faceted development. In
order to develop students in this regard, Business

14 2015-16 | Excelsior

Club provides a platform for the development of
students professionally apart from their regular
academic education. Activities of the business club
for the academic year 2015-16 were Mock stock,
Best out of Waste, Business quiz, Product launch,
and Business collage. The whole year has been an
eventful one for the club. All the competitions
organized witnessed good participation.

Inter-Collegiate Commerce Fest—Crescensia

Department of Commerce organised an inter-
collegiate commerce fest 'Crescensia' on
September 15, 2015. It was organised to simulate
the bearings of the business environment, thereby
bridging the gap between the theories of academics
and the practicalities of the corporate world. It was
designed to provide a platform for participants to
unveil and apply their talents to reach new heights.
The theme for the fest was 'An Initiative Towards
Make In India'.

Six unique events were conducted as part of the fest
i.e. Best Accountant, Business Quiz, Ethnic Fashion
Show, Mock Stock, Mr. Banker, and Ad-Launch.
There was active participation from 12 colleges in
and around Bangalore. The overall championship
was won by Christ University.

E-Cell Activities

E-cell started its
activities by
implementing the
plan of action
which was
prepared in the
beginning of the
academic year.
The strategic plan
included various
events and
competitions
which were
designed to
enhance the
entrepreneurial
skills among the students. The various
competitions organized by the E-Cell includes
creative writing, Collage Competition, Poster
making competition, presentation on Journey of
an Entrepreneur, Budget analysis -2016, and Ad-
making competition. E-Cell also celebrated E-

E stalls being put up by the students



Week from March 28-30, 2016. In order to create
interest and develop the passion for
entrepreneurship among the students, E-Cell hosts
E-Week celebrations every academic year during
the even semester. The E-Week celebrations
started with displaying the e-week message on the
quadrangle, followed by E-stalls which were put
up by the students.

Tourism Club

B.Com Travel and Tourism is one of the most sought
after course which enlightens the students about the
various aspects of Tourism with a lot of practical
exposure. Department of Commerce, St Claret

Students taking part in Cooking Without Fire Contest
conducted by the Tourism Club

College, has initiated various tourism related
activities with the commencement of Tourism Club.
Tourism Club designs events and activities which
inculcate interest and knowledge among the
students in Tourism and help them to become an
expert tourism professional. The activities of the
Tourism Club were Visit to IITM Exhibition, Visit
to HAL Museum and Chitrakala Parishath, World
Tourism Day Celebrations-2015, Kite Flying
Competition — Cometa 2016, and Hyderabad
Educational Tour.

Annual Reports
Workshop on Dining Etiquettes

Tourism Club also organised a one day workshop on
Dining etiquettes on the March 19, 2016 for I year
B.Com (Travel and Tourism). 26 students
participated in the workshop. The workshop was
conducted by Ms. Liji Thomas, Image consultant,
Nuovo Image Consultants from Bengaluru. The
objective of the course was to be fully conversant
with Food and Etiquette related to Fine Dining and
to handle oneself with confidence and style to make
guests feel more comfortable and help business to
be conducted in a more successful manner in any
dining situation.

Hyderabad Educational Tour

Ms. Liji Thomas, Image consultant conducting the
Dining Etiquettes Workshop

As apart of Tourism Curriculum, the Department of
Commerce (Travel and Tourism) organized an
educational trip to Hyderabad as a part of 'On the
Job Training' for the I and II B.Com Travel and
Tourism students. It was from January 22-25, 2016,
a total of 3 Nights/ 4Days. The trip to Hyderabad
was very relevant and an excellent choice for an
educational tour, as Hyderabad is a repository of
cultural excellence. Hyderabad is the capital of
Telangana: a city which is vibrant, historic and
colourful.

Students of B. Com (TT) batches with teachers
on industrial visit to Hyderabad

Excelsior | 2015-16 15



Annual Reports
Guest lectures organised

The department organised guest lecturers for the B.Com students on various topics to enhance the
knowledge of the students in their respective subjects.

Name of the Guest Lecturer

1 Mr. Kaushik 03-08-2015 | Role of Travel Agenciesin Tourism Promotion in India
2 Dr. H.T Sangliana 05-08-2015 | Business Ethics and Corporate Governance

3 Mr. Syed Kazim 05-08-2015 | Career Opportunities in Entrepreneurship

‘1| Mr. Sairam 16-03-2016 | “ Amalgamation and Merger”

Student Achievements In Co-curricular Activities

SI. No Name Class Event Host College Prize
1 Priyanka Nair 111 B.Com B Corporate Sri Aurobindo First III Prize
2 Preethi Kumari III B.Com A Collage Gradi:Vf)roileenge for III Prize
3 Syed Imam III B.Com B Business Quiz II Prize
4 Vignesh III B.Com B II Prize
5 Preethi Kumari III B.Com A Product Launch II Prize
6 Deeksha 11 B.Com A II Prize
7 Manju R III B.Com A II Prize
8 Chandana N III B.Com A II Prize
9 Jeffin III B.Com A Mock Stock Jain University III Prize
10 Joseph III B.Com A III Prize
11 Chaithra G R III B.Com Collage New Horizon College I Prize
12 Preethi Kumari 111 B.Com I Prize
13 Deekshitha D III B.Com I Prize
Souza
14 Preethi Kumari III B.Com Flip Back II Prize
15 Donald James II B.Com Best Manager II Prize
16 Deeksha and 111 B.Com Zeal the B-Plan Mabharani Lakshmi I Prize
Team Ammani College for
17 Alwyn and Team | III B.Com Ad-Mad Women II Prize
18 Jose and Team II B.Com II Prize
19 Saran Raj II B.Com HR Event Indian Academy I Prize
20 Anitha R II B.Com I Prize

Paper Presentation by the students

Preethi Kumari of III B.Com won first prize for presenting a paper on Dr. Ambedkar's thoughts titled
“Ambedkar and Indian Constitution” in the one-day NSS student seminar conducted by Sheshadripuram
College.

Industrial visits

The main objective of the industrial visit is to provide a unique experience to the students on the actual
functioning of the industry, and exchange and share good practices which could be replicated to improve the

16 2015-16 | Excelsior
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efficiency, production and competency in their respective field of study. This presents the student with
opportunities to plan, organise and engage in active learning experiences outside the classroom.

Students visited

Name of the Industry

& IITM Exhibition July 10, 2015 First &Second Year B.com
( Travel and Tourism)

228 Visit To HAL Museum and September 12, 2015 First & Second Year B.com

Chitrakala Parishath )

( Travel and Tourism)

< | KSDL March 5, 2016 Final Year B.com ( HR)

88 RBI March 1, 2016 Final Year B.com (Finance)

sl Coca Cola February 24, 2016 Final Year (Accounts &
Marketing)

Extension Programmes

The Department of Commerce initiated an extension activity to clean Kalasipalya Market Area. The event
was jointly organised by BOSCO Bangalore, and St. Claret College. Two faculty members Mr. Safeer
Pasha and Mr. Mohan Kumar from the department of commerce initiated the drive. The event kicked off
with an inauguration in Kalasipalya bus stand followed by procession to City market. The students of St.
Claret College enacted a skit on 'Swachh Bharat' and were actively involved in the cleaning drive. A total of
25 students from all the departments were involved in the extension activity. The Department also organised
an extension programme in association with BOSCO, Bangalore for the BBMP women workers in Laggere
slum quarters on April4,2016. 96 BBMP lady workers were given free sanitary napkins and were explained
about the importance of health and personal hygiene by Ms. Chaitra K.S., Assistant Professor, Department
of Commerce. The programme was intended to create awareness among the ladies on maintenance of
personal hygiene, and the advantages of the usage of sanitary napkins to avoid infectious diseases.

E- Store
The mission of the E-Store is to support the College students by providing essential educational resources to
help students succeed in the classroom. The store is conveniently located in the ground floor and offers all

required stationery, books & text books at a competitive prices. This academic year the E - Store did
exceptionally well through the sale of blue books and stationery, and earned a good profit.

Achievements of the Faculty / List of Faculty Publications

Name of the Author Title of the Article/Book Journal/publisher ISBN/ISSN I\Y/Iezlsth &

Mohankumar M S
Author Changing scenario of telecom ] 5
Safeer Pasha industry in India: A special India Journal of Applied ISSN:2249-
1 Research, Volume No 5, June 2015
Co-author reference to select Telecom Issue 6 555X
Banuprakash T. N., Companies
Co-author
Impact of negative working International Journal of ISSN Print:
2 Mohankumar M S capital on profitability: A case fpibedl Kigsessn, 10 2394-7500 August 2015
Author study of selected cement 1 7p é)_ 173 > »PP ISSN online: g
companies in India 2394-7869
Safeer Pasha
(TS International Journal of LSRNy in(5
3 Mohankumar An overview of Indian Debt: Applied R. h 109 2394-7500 A 2015
Co-author An analytical Study PI;;; 83zsearc - 10, ISSN online: ugus
Banuprakash TN pp-632- 23947869
Co-author
Mohankumar M S An empirical study on
Author relationship between leverage Conference Proceeding at
Safeer Pasha and profitability: ISBN:978-93- October
4 . St. Claret College
Co-author A special reference to Baneal 5254-016-7 2015
o galore
Vasu 'V, selected cement companies in
Co-author India
Excelsior | 2015-16 17



Annual Reports

Dr. Suresh Poojary
Al The impact of physical Conference Pr ding at
~ RashmiBH e o pttoee THE A ISBN:978-93-  October
environment on customer St. Claret College
gﬁ;;t:osr satisfaction in shopping malls  Bangalore POy AN
Co-author
Mohankumar MS
Author sty oo et International Journal of
Safeer Pasha SN i cyom anies in Multidisciplinary research ~ ISSN:2454- November
Co-author India P and modern education, 6119 2015
Banuprakash T N, Vol 1, Issue 2, pp 95-99
Co-author
L Empirical Journal of
7 Author The study on financial health Interdisciplinary research ISSN online: January
Vasu'V, of SAIL > 2454-1362 2016
Co-author Vol 2, Issue 2, pp 151-161
Mohankumar M S An empirical study on International J lof
Author relationship between jernationa Joual o ISSN : 0975- January
.. e Current research, Vol 8,
Vijo Jose, leverages and profitability in I ) 1580025834 833X 2016
Co-author Bharti Airtel ssue 1, pp
i?;lﬁg? LEAA Conference proceeding of
Mohan kumar MS Role of Microfinance in Gurushree college,
Co-author empowerment of the women Tumkur, on Public welfare ISBN : 978-93 - March 2016
o — — Case study pertaining to schc.imes 2015: role of 5258-524-3
Co-author Samasta Micro finance social work & commerce
in transforming India

College Name/ Place

1 Mohan Kumar MS Central college, Bangalore university, October 29, 2015
Central college, Bangalore university, February 18, 2016
2 Nayana K.S Sri Sai College for women July 14, 2015
3 Suraj M Central college, Bangalore university, October 29, 2015
Central college, Bangalore university, February 18, 2016
4 Vasu V Sri Sai College for women July 14, 2015
Central college, Bangalore university, October 29, 2015
Central college, Bangalore university, February 18, 2016

List of Faculty Participation in Seminars/ Conferences & Workshops

SILLNo Name Title of the Paper Conference/ Place  Date
Anand R Role of Women Sree
Entrepreneurship Venkateshwara October 7,
Degree College , 2015
Bangalore
Nonperforming assets in St Claret College
selected public & Private sector | Bangalore October 20,
banks in India — A comparative 2015
study
2 Bhavya S Role of Women Sree
Entrepreneurship Venkateshwara October 7,
Degree College , 2015
Bangalore
3 Chaitra KS Nonperforming assets in St Claret College
selected public & Private sector | Bangalore October 20,
banks in India — A comparative 2015
study
18 2015-16 | Excelsior



Annual Reports

Rashmi BH, | Role of Women Sree
Entrepreneurship Venkateshwara October 7,
Degree College , 2015
Bangalore
Neepa Role of Brahmaputra in St Claret College
Prmodh Tourism Development Bangalore October 20,
2015
Seema Nonperforming assets in St Claret College
Joseph selected public & Private sector | Bangalore October 20,
banks in India — A comparative 2015
study

List of Student Participation in Seminars/ Conferences & Workshops

Damini R, Flavia Sibyl S and Sonal Maria
Dsouza

Shilpa R, Navya Babu and Sangeetha R

Doncy Daniel, Sneha Pareek and Priyanka M S

Chef Tour (Cooking I
Without Fire)
I
II
I

Irene Mirium A L, Alice Asha K and Lincy
Immaculate J

Photosranhv Competition

I

Mithun Monsy

(Garden Tourism) T Donald James
111 Ashish Rajgopal
Consolation Damini R
Flower Arrangement I Benwin P, Rijo Johnson and Ashwin Kumar A
11 Priyanka M S, Damini R, Doncy Daniel and
Flavia Sibyl S
I Anthony Mary D, Shilpa M, Neha Mariyam Saji
and Nandini T R
Consolation Lydia G, P R Rohidha, Helen Mary J B and
Aishwarya Venugopal
Journey Of An I Donald James & Darikodar
Ent
ntrepreneur Puneeth S, Ranjith Kumar BR,Madeem Basha,
Reddy Shekar
II Tom, Shelton Jain, Denis Simon
111 Aneez & Rossy
Sankalpa & Thenmozhi
Consolation Naveen Anthony, Simon Raj, Pradeep Reddy

&Ravi Kumar

Preethi Kumari , Chaithra GR, Leela G&
Deekshitha
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5 Kite Flying Competition I Lawrence and Cedrick
II Zubair and Vishnu
III Stalin and Chiranjeevi
6 Budget Analysis I Anusha , Sharath and Sujay
11 Puneeth S, Ranjith Kumar BR,Madeem
Basha,Swaroop
111 Naga sandesh DM, Akilesh Gowda, Vishist NG
7 “Poster Making” I Preethi Kumari & Chaithra GR
II Rahila Kauser, Reshma & Umehafsa
I Manasa V
Consolation Hemavathy & Sharan Kumar
8 Creative Writing I Priyanka A Nair
II Kiran T
I Swaroop Yadav
9 Collage Competition I Sharan Kumar S, Hemavathi K, Archana
11 Kiran , Ajay K, Naveen B
111 Preethi Kumar, Chaitra G R, Arpita
10 Best Out Of Waste I Bhoomika S and Divya Shree
I Mangala Gowri and Manasa V
I Anitha V L and Ume Hafsa H P
1 Business Quiz I Jaison Mathew and Rajeev C H
II Simon Raj and Pradeep Reddy
M1 Reddy Shekhar and Puneeth S
12 Business Collage I Mary Ramya J, Savitha and Praveen Kumar
I Monappa T P, Sagar M C and Kishore R
I Jenny George, Jayashree and Kavya K
13 Mock Stock I Leela G, Deekshitha D’souza and Chaitra G R
II Anusha. R, Tejeshwini. S and Ujin Leoni
11 Stephy D'Souza, Lidiya Surabhi.S and Mary
RamyaJ
14 Product Launch I Ashish Rajagopal and Teena Benny Thomas
11 Donald James, Shelton Jain and Dennis Simon
Puneeth S, Swaroop Yadav and Naveen
111 Sharan Kumar S, Hemavathi K, Archana and
Nagasandhesh D M
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Visit to Coca Cola plant

Under the able guidance of our Principal Rev. Fr. Sabu George and the vice principal Rev. Fr. Vineeth
George, the department has grown beyond all expectation. We continue to pray and thank Almighty God for
showering His blessings on all our endeavours and efforts which would lead us towards achieving greater
heights in the upcoming years.

Ms. Maria D'souza
HoD, Dept. of Commerce
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Department of Humanities

“You will never win if you never begin”- Helen Rowland

he department of Humanities at St. Claret

College was established with the inception of
the college in 2005-2006. The department offers
undergraduate (3 years / 6 semesters) programme in
Arts (B.A.) in two combinations: Psychology,
Journalism & Optional English, and Psychology,
Economics & Optional English.

The department's vision and mission are aligned
with the institution's vision and mission. All
activities in the department revolve around the
realization of that vision. The department began the
academic year with an ice breaker session for the
first year students.

ACTIVITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT
DAES (Diplomain Advanced English Speaking)

DAES (Diploma in Advanced English Speaking)
programme was conducted by the Department of
English from July 29 — September 1, 2015. It was a
15 hours programme for the weak students in
English which covered areas like basic grammar,
soft skills, reading exercise, and vocabulary
building.

Guest Lecture on Shakespearean Tragedy

Dr. Shireen Nedungadi,
former Principal of
National Degree
College, Basavanagudi,
Bengaluru delivered a

| lecture on
“Shakespearean
Tragedies” on September
10, 2015 to the BA
students. After providing
an introduction to the
origins of drama, she
emphasized on how
Shakespearean Tragedies
are tragedies of the mind
rather than a play of fate. She gave instances from
the play 'Macbeth' to make her point.

Dr. Shireen Nedungadi
delivering a talk on
Shakespearean Tragedies

World Suicide Prevention Day

The Dept. of Psychology conducted competitions in
connection with World Suicide Prevention Day on
September 10, 2015. Students participated
enthusiastically in events like Poster making and
Speech and won prizes.

Extension Activity:
Allan P. Fernandez, Coordinator, Dept. of
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Coordinator of Humanities Dept Allan P Fernandez

and Mr. Madesh handing over grocery and toiletry
items to Saraswathi Charitable Trust

Humanities accompanied by Mr. Madesh N, HoD of
the Department of Languages and a few students
visited the office of Saraswathi Charitable Trust,
Mathikere, Bengaluru on January 8, 2016 and
handed over groceries and toiletries that were
collected from the students of the college.

Guest Lecture on Business Journalism

A guest lecture on Business Journalism was
organized for all the BA students of St. Claret
College on February 20, 2016. Mr. Shashwat
Awasthi, Reporter, North American News and
Reporting Team, Reuters was the chief guest. The
aim of the guest lecture was to familiarize students
with industrial insights on niche reporting in
journalism. The one hour session also discussed the
role of news agencies and ethical dilemmas of
business journalists.

'THE LANTERN' Published

Journalism students also bring out a lab journal, The
Lantern, which provides them with hands on
experience and exposure to the various aspects of
newspaper publishing. The periodical aims to help
students to gather information from campus and
outside, edit and proofread the news. The students
get to learn about principles of newspaper layout
and designing. Two editions of 'The Lantern' were
brought out this year. The publication allocates
space for campus news, editorials, photographs,
reviews and soft stories.

One-Day State Level English Conference for
Students

The Department organized a One Day State Level
English Conference for students of BA and MA
(Optional English) “Texts - Co-Texts - Pre-Texts
and Contexts: Making Connections” on February
22, 2016. The Conference was inaugurated by Dr.
H.N Prakruthi, HOD of English at Jain University,



Bengaluru. The conference witnessed more than 50
paper presentations by PG and UG students of
English from over 15 colleges across the state
including Bangalore University and Tumkur
University.

A f
- i 4

Dr. Prakruthi addresses the gathering

Deccan Herald Workshop

Deccan Herald newspaper conducted a two-day
workshop for Additional English and Optional
English students of St. Claret College on the March
1 &10, 2016. There were two sessions each day and
students were divided into two batches. On March 1,
Ms. Sudha Nambiar and Mr. Justin took a session on
Effective Learning Techniques and Creative
Thinking respectively while Mr. Shridhar and Ms.
Avanti handled the topics Time Management and
Responsible Use of Social Media on March 10. The
sessions incorporated group discussions and group
activities.

Movement Therapy Workshop

A workshop on
Movement Therapy
was organized for all
the BA students on
March 19, 2016. The
workshop was
conducted by Ms.
Simmy Cherian and
Ms. Reni, Post
Graduate Psychology
students of Kristu
Jayanti College. The
workshop aims to deal
with the physical
movement of the body to enhance physical and
mental well-being. It used dance movement to
support intellectual and emotional functions of the
body. The workshop contained various relaxing
techniques and dance movements.

Guest Lecture on Post - Colonialism

Ms. Fahmeeda, Assistant Professor of English at
Govt. Degree College, Vijayanagar, Bengaluru
delivered a lecture on “Introduction to Post
Colonialism” on March 23,2016, to all BA students.

Annual Reports

wedral s _ i ﬁ i
Faculty members of the English Dept with Mrs. Fahmeeda
The lecture was an eye opener to many students who
were for the very first time exposed to what post
colonial writing involved.

State Level Workshop for Teachers of English

The Department organized a Two — Day State Level
Workshop for Teachers of English on “Academic
Research in English — The What, Why and How” on
the March 31 & April 1, 2016. The Workshop was
inaugurated by Dr. Etienne Rassendren, Associate
Professor of English at St. Joseph's College,
Bengaluru. The two day workshop saw 20 teachers
of different Colleges in Bengaluru listening to and
interacting with various resource persons who had
valuable information to share on the nuances and
trends of research in English Literature.

with Dr. Rassendran

Psychology Guest Lecture

'Opportunities and Challenges of the 21st Century’,
a guest lecture was organized on April 20, 2016 for
all students of Psychology. The speaker for the day
was Rev. Fr. Divya Paul, who has previously
worked as HoD, Department of Psychology at
Sampurna Montfort College. The session covered
issues faced by youngsters and various
opportunities and challenges that lies in front of
them and how to face the same with a good attitude
and succeed in life.

Tour to Ooty and Coonoor

All three B.A batches went on a tour to Ooty and
Coonoor from March 5-8, 2016. Students were
accompanied by Ms. Angela and Ms. Maria of the
Humanities Dept. and Mr. Muniraju, Physical
Education Coordinator and Mr. Syed. The trip
comprised of visits to places like Botanical
Gardens, Pykara Waterfalls, Doddabetta peak and
Pine forest in Ooty. Students also visited Tea
gardens of Coonnoor, Eucalyptus oil and Chocolate
23
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Factories where various processes involved in the
manufacture of these products were explained. A
ride in the toy train from Coonoor to Ooty made the
trip amemorable one.

Valenox:

The final year students of BA were bid adieu by the
juniors and faculty of the department on May 16,
2016. Valenox saw performances by seniors and
juniors, fun games, cake cutting, ramp walk, title
presentation to the seniors, all of which ended with a
memorable photo session.

The department houses two clubs - the Literary club
and the Humanities club to foster students in
academics and extracurricular activities.

iy R A

- [ | A L
The outgoing BA batch with Principal,Vice Principal and

other faculty members2

Literary Club

The Literary Club organized several events in order
to bring out the literary talents of students. Several
competitions were organized in odd and even
semesters. A Literary exhibition was held on
August 4, 2015 as a part of Literary day. A guest
lecture was organized on August 5, 2015 where Mr.
John Devaraj, sculptor, painter, architect, musician,
photographer, puppeteer, cinema & stage art
director was invited to speak on different forms of
art in India as well as the world. Apart from this,
Literary week was organized from January 18 —22,
2016 which included events like Short Story
Writing, Movie Review, Pick and Speak, Air Crash
& Poetry Recitation that helped bring out the
literary talents of the students.

Humanities Club

Humanities Club was instituted to provide students
with opportunities for growth in their respective
fields through competitions, field visits, guest

Students participating in Psycho Drama
during Resonance
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Students participating in Personality
Event during Resonance

lectures, workshops, etc. The club not only
facilitates students to participate in the various
events, but also allows students to learn organizing
skills.

Resonance - Inter Collegiate Humanities Fest:

The Inter collegiate Humanities fest was conducted
under the umbrella fest 'Confluence' on the
September 16, 2015. The fest saw enthusiastic
participation from colleges around Bangalore for
various events like Poetry Writing, Psychodrama,
Advertisement, JAM, Short Film, etc. The events
were held in English, Kannada and Hindi languages
respectively. The overall championship at the PU
level was won by St. Claret PU College. Kristu
Jayanti College bagged the overall Championship
in the Degree category.

Flashback & Photography Competition:

The second edition of
intra-collegiate
photography exhibition
'Flashback 2.0' was
organized on March 29,
2016. Rev Dr Sabu
George, Principal
inaugurated the exhibition.
The event was open to the
entire college. Students
and faculty of the college
submitted their
photographs. The selection |
committee members '
picked out the best 200
entries from what they
received. The selection
process adhere to various
parameters like the
authenticity of the
photograph, composition,
clarity, tone, etc. Different
genres of photography including colour, food,
macro, texture, and creation were displayed.

The event also projected the best photographs of
Ruffin Jose. Ruffin Memorial Photography
Competition was also held on the topic 'Slice of
Life". Bettina Biju Jacob of II BA won the Ruffin
Memorial trophy and cash prize.

e e
Students participating in Collage
making during Resonance



FACULTYACHIEVEMENTS:

Ms. Anju Michael has passed the NET Exam held
in December 2015.

PAPERS PRESENTED:

Mr. Allan P. Fernandez (Asst. Professor of
English)

Presented a paper titled “Bhakti Poetry as a vehicle
of Protest against Society and Culture” at the
National Conference titled 'Mapping Literature
with Culture and Society' on February 9, 2016 at
Vellaichamy Nadar College in Madurai, Tamil
Nadu.

Ms. Reema Harshith (Asst. Professor of English)

Presented a paper titled “Defying the Social Norms
in a Quest for Identity”: A study of Kamala Das My
Story” at ENGCONF 2016, an International
Conference on 'Narrative and Narratology:
Traditions and Innovations in Story-Telling
Patterns' that was held on the February 5-6, 2016 at
Garden City College, Bengaluru.

Ms. Maria Rajan Thaliath (Asst. Professor of
English)

Presented a paper titled “The Yellow Wallpaper:
Against a Gendered Madness” at ENGCONEF 2016,
an International Conference on 'Narrative and
Narratology: Traditions and Innovations in Story-
Telling Patterns' that was held on the February 5-6,
2016 at Garden City College, Bengaluru.

Mr. Waseem Akram (Asst. Professor of English)

e Presented and published a paper titled
“Universal Nationalism: The Need of the Hour”
inAugust 2015.

» Presented a paper titled “Gay Literatures in
India: Misconceptions V/S Reality” in the UGC
sponsored National Seminar titled 'Mapping
Borders: Discourses on Marginalization' on the
September 30 - October 1, 2015 at Mar
Dionysius College, Thrissur, Kerala.

Mr. Leonard D'Souza (Asst. Professor of
English)

Presented a paper titled “Major Milestones
Achieved by Women in Education and Employment
- Fighting the Odds” in a two-day National
Conference titled 'Paradigm Shift in Education:
Initiatives towards Holistic Development' on
March 4,2016 at St. Ann's College, Bengaluru.

Ms. Angela Jean Mary E. (Asst. Professor of
Psychology)

Presented a paper titled "The positive effect on
relationship as a learning outcome of Psychology -a
Comparative Study" in the International
Conference conducted by Bangalore University and
Indian Academy of Applied Psychology from the
April 6-8,2016.

Annual Reports
PUBLICATIONS:

Ms. Reema Harshith (Asst. Professor of English)

Published a paper titled “Food, Culture and Diasporic
Identity: A Study of Jhumpa Lahiri's Fiction” Vol 6,
Feb 2016, ISSN 2249-2542, pp. 175-179 in
'LUMINAIRE!', A refereed Journal of the Department
of Languages, Garden City College, Bengaluru.

Mr. Leonard D'Souza (Asst. Professor of English)

Published a paper titled “Major Milestones Achieved
by Women in Education and Employment - Fighting
the Odds” ISBN 978-93-82406-38-9, pp. 132-138 in
'IN-QUEST - 2016', the Conference proceedings of a
two-day National Conference titled 'Paradigm Shift in
Education: Initiatives towards Holistic Development'
onMarch4,2016 at St. Ann's College, Bengaluru.

CONSULTANCY:
Mr. Allan .P. Fernandez (Asst. Professor of English)

o Attended a Board of Examination Committee
meeting at REVA University on November 9,
2015.

» Resource Person for the two day workshop for PG
Students of Sahyadri College, Kuvempu
University, Shimoga on the March 17-18, 2016 on
Professional Skills Development Program as part
of'their curriculum.

Ms. Maria Rajan Thaliath (Asst. Professor of
English)

+ Setquestion papers for RAI Technology University
for the Odd Semester, English, on December 10,
2015.

» Set question papers for Second Semester English
for engineering students of New Horizon College,
Bengaluruon April 7,2016.

Mr. Waseem Akram (Asst. Professor of English)

+ Was invited as an external judge for the Inter-
Collegiate Debate and Quiz competition at Bapu
Degree College, Yeshwantpur, Bengaluru in March
2016.

e Was a judge and resource person for the Arts
Exhibition held at St. Philomena's Composite PU
College, Bidadi in February 2016.

« Was appointed as a member of the Governing
Council of the Bangalore Social Sciences Forum,
Basavanagudi, Bengaluru.

WORKSHOPS ATTENDED:

Mr. Leonard D'Souza
(Asst. Professor of English)

» Attended a one-day workshop conducted by the
IQAC of Bangalore University on “Research and
its Societal Relevance” on January 31,2016.

» Attended a two — Day State Level Workshop for
Teachers of English on “Academic Research in
English — The What, Why and How” on the March
31& April 1,2016.

Ms. Angela Jean Mary E.
(Asst. Professor of Psychology)

Excelsior | 2015-16 25



e

aual Reports

P

Tour to Ooty and Coonoor

Attended a one-day workshop conducted in Jyothi
Nivas College on “Hypnotherapy - the Relevance of
Hypnotherapy and its Application as a Therapeutic
Modality” on March 1, 2016.

Ms. Anju Michael
(Asst. Professor of Journalism)

Attended a two-day workshop conducted in Kristu
Jayanti College on “Qualitative Research Techniques
in Social Sciences” on March 3-4,2016.

Mr. Allan .P. Fernandez
(Asst. Professor of English)

Attended a two — Day State Level Workshop for
Teachers of English on “Academic Research in
English — The What, Why and How” on March 31 -
April 1,2016.

Ms. Reema Harshith (Asst. Professor of English)

Attended a two — Day State Level Workshop for
Teachers of English on “Academic Research in
English — The What, Why and How” on March 31 -
April 1,2016.

Ms. Maria Rajan Thaliath
(Asst. Professor of English)

Attended a two — Day State Level Workshop for
Teachers of English on “Academic Research in
English — The What, Why and How” on March 31 -
April 1,2016.

Mr. Waseem Akram (Asst. Professor of English)
Attended a two — Day State Level Workshop for
Teachers of English on “Academic Research in

English — The What, Why and How” on March 31 -
April 1,2016.

STUDENT PARTICIPATION &
ACHIEVEMENTS:

University Ranks in the Odd Semester Examination
Nov-Dec 2015:
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+ Samyukta A. (I BA) secured 3rd rank in
Journalism taught by Ms. Anju Michael.

» Bettina Biju Jacob (II BA) secured 1st rank in
Science and Society taught by Mr. Chinmay
Dash.

* Lakshmi Balakrishnan (III BA)

Secured 1st rank in Optional English VII taught by
Ms. Reema Harshith.

Secured 1st rank in Optional English VIII taught
by Mr. Waseem Akram.

Secured 1st rank in Abnormal Psychology taught
by Ms. Angela Jean Mary.

Inter-Collegiate Paper Presentation Competition:

Sarah Gee Varughese (I BA) won the first prize for
her paper titled “Child Protagonist in Charles Dickens
Novels with special reference to Oliver Twist and
David Copperfield” in the One — Day State Level
Conference conducted by St. Claret College for
students of BA and MA (English) “Texts - Co-Texts -
Pre-Texts and Contexts: Making Connections” on the
February 22,2016.

Inter-Collegiate Fest Winners:

» Sarah Gee Varughese (Il BA) won the first prize
in a National level essay competition conducted by
IIJNM for her essay “Media makes no Influence on
our Lives.”

+ Sijo Samuel and Ajay Joseph Raj won the first
prize in the event 'Back to Childhood', in the
Humanities fest conducted by Mount Carmel
College on December 11-12,2015.

Mr. Allan P. Fernandez
Ms. Angela Jean Mary
Coordinators, Dept. of Humanities
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Department of Management

he importance of management education has

now increased enormously in developing
nations due to the stupendous growth seen in
various sectors like service, professional,
entrepreneurship and commerce. Ingenious and
visionary management education is the dire need of
today's world. Management education equips
students with analytical thinking and leadership
qualities needed for supporting the economic
performance of the organisation and for
entrepreneurship growth.

Management education is a popular course of study
as it gives students a variety of job opportunities,
prepares them to focus, build leadership skills, take
decisions, think logically, work in a team and at the
same time learn to be competitive through the
curriculum as well as various add on programs
designed for them.

The college has seen seven batches of BBA students
graduate since its inception and the training given to
them towards being budding managers and
entrepreneurs has paid off. Many have continued
into further studies or have found various positions
in the corporate sector in finance, marketing, human
resources and are enjoying a fruitful career.
Education and training they received from the
college has given them a head start in their chosen
field. Keeping the demands of the industry in mind
the department has been constantly upgrading the
program through various add on courses, practical
exposure, industrial visits, guest lectures, etc.

SCC's Department of Management has students
from diverse ethnic and cultural backgrounds and
the classes consist of students from local, national
and international regions which make it a very
vibrantand diverse group.

Add-on courses
Certificate course in Soft Skills

Certificate course in Soft Skills was introduced in
SCC by the Department of Management in January
2012 and five batches of students have completed
the course. It is open to all the first year students of
the college but is mandatory for the students of the
Management department keeping in mind the need
to train them early on. Students have always found
this additional program useful as they are able to
learn outside the regular classroom atmosphere and
get some practical exposure in public speaking,
making presentations and involving in team games.

Add-on program on soft skills being conducted for students

The fifth batch started their training on February 21,
2016. The training was provided by FINEXPERT a
renowned corporate training group and classes were
conducted in the campus after class hours and
during weekends. The feedback from the students
was good as they found the course helpful as the
experiential learning aspect has helped in
improving their soft skills which is a strong
requirement of this present generation. The key
modules included career orientation, corporate
culture and etiquette, communication skills, public
speaking and presentation skills, personality
development, motivation, and team work.

Training Program for Competitive exams

This year the Department launched the add on
course on "Training program for competitive exams'
to prepare the students for competitive exams.
Various sectors like Banking, Insurance,
Telecommunication, Railways, Financial
Institutions etc recruit their employees through
competitive exams and this program is practically
oriented and involves solving questions related to
Reasoning, Computer awareness, General English,
Current affairs, General knowledge, General
Science, Banking awareness and Maths.

12 students from II BBA and 11 BBM class enrolled
in the program which was conducted in the college
campus after college hours. Students benefitted and
were equipped with reasoning techniques and
knowledge of current affairs, crucial for clearing
competitive exams, and job interviews.

Guest lectures

Mr. H. T. Sangliana, Former Police Commissioner
Bangalore addressed the II and III year BBM
students on Ethics and Corporate Governance on
August 5, 2015. Mr Sangliana related various
instances from his life and inspired the students to
be upright and God fearing in their lives and to never

Excelsior | 2015-16 27



Annual Reports

miss an opportunity to help others. Students said
they were blessed to have such an eminent yet
humble personality in their midst. They raised
various questions which were answered by Mr.
Sangliana.

Mr. H.T. Sangliana, Former Police Commissioner
Bangalore addressing the students
A guest lecture on 'Cyber Security and Human
Rights' was conducted for the II BBA students by
Ms. Jayalakshmi (Assistant Professor, CMR Law
School, Bangalore) on October 7, 2015. Students
found the lecture very useful and relevant.

Dr. Mohammad F. Pasha delivers lecture
on Business Research Methods

Dr. Mohammad F. Pasha, Professor, Government
First Grade College, Kengeri and member BOE,
Bangalore University delivered a guest lecture on
Business Research Methods for the 4th semester

ay
|
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Mr. Rony Jose delivering a lecture on 'Marketing
and advertising applications of the learning
theories' to | BBA

BBA students on March 17,2016.

- Mr. Rony Jose, Senior Lecturer, BGS, Bangalore
delivered a guest lecture on 'Marketing and
advertising applications of the learning theories' to
the I year BBA students on March22,2016.

Industrial Visits

S5th sem BBM visit The Times of India Press,
Hosur

Students of 5th sem BBM visited The Times of
India Press, Bangalore on October 13, 2015. Mr.
Alan Carvalho, Vice President, explained to the
students various stages in newspaper preparation.
The daily operations in the press start at 2 pm and
printing activity starts at 5 pm. The students were
there from 3 to 6 pm and were accompanied by
Mr. Zameer Pasha, Ms. Sandhya Rakesh and Ms.
Neeta Manjunath. The E— - )
students were very o =
happy with the '
experience and felt
privileged to see the
operations of one of the
leading newspapers in
India.




2nd semester BBA visit Bangalore Dairy

Students of 2nd semester BBA visited Bangalore
Dairy on January 20, 2016 and were taken around by
the Factory Manager to see various processes
involved in milk processing, right from the
collection of milk, various methods of

pasteurization and finally packaging. They were

Annual Reports
St. Claret. This initiative taken by the department
was the first of its kind in Bangalore.
Extension Services

Grocery Collection Drive towards 'Birds of the
Air',ahome for destitute men

Coinciding with the Holy Week observed by the
Christian community during the

also shown the process of butter making and
packaging. The students found the trip very useful
as they could see the plant layout, maintenance and
the various processes involved. They were
accompanied by the class mentor Mr. Zameer
Pasha.

Inter collegiate BBM project presentation

The Department organized the first inter-collegiate
BBM project presentation on 22nd March, 2016.

Ms. Priya Vinod with Principal,Vice Principal and
HOD of Management Dept at Inauguration of
State Level Project Presentation

The program was inaugurated by Ms. Priya Vinod,
Assistant Professor, CMR Center for Business
Studies and Panel member (BBM Project),
Bangalore University. Ms Priya urged the students
to do their projects sincerely as there is a lot to learn
from conducting this research and preparing the
report. Fr. Principal encouraged the students to put
all the effort into their project as it will be treasured,
it being the first publication under their name. 15
students participated in the competition. The 1st
prize went to Ashita of St. Claret, 2nd prize to
Sangeeta from MLA college and 3rd prize went to
Chandrika of CMR Centre for Business Studies.
Consolation prize was awarded to Sachin G. K. of

Ms. Liji Thomas, Image consultant conducting the Dining Etiquettes Workshop

month of March, the department of
Management conducted a grocery
collection drive and students and
teachers contributed non perishable
grocery items which were then taken
on March 13, 2016 to 'Birds of the
Air', a charitable home giving shelter
for destitute men at M. S. Palya,
Bangalore. The home welcomed the
groceries being delivered by the
students who were accompanied by
Ms. Cassandra Ranee, Ms. Sandhya
Rakesh, Ms. Neeta M and Mr.
Zameer Pasha. The students
interacted with the inmates and
served some refreshments as well. It was indeed a
warm gesture on the part of the students and there
was a look of gratitude on the faces of the people
staying there as they welcomed the companionship
and entertainment.

Management Club

The Club 'Elixir' since its birth at Claret has grown
vertically by discharging its responsibility of
honing the skills and talents of the Management
students. The club has managed to nurture students
with average and also high caliber. The club prides
itself in its ability to achieve a milestone with every
passing year in terms of making the club more active
and vibrant and in bringing out the best in the
students. Club Elixir has lived up to the expectations
of the students by hosting various activities and
events throughout the academic year. The activities
aim at grooming students who are talented and give
exposure to those students who are talented but may
not have the drive to come forward on their own but
do so very well in a team set up. The club extends its
functioning by encouraging students to take part in
inter-collegiate activities wherein students have
managed to win accolades for the institution.

Mr. Arun Thomas was nominated as the President
of the Management Club while Mr. Jithin Joy of 11
year was nominated as the Vice President of the
Club for the year 2015-16.

Anveshan

The Department of Management organized their
inter-collegiate fest Anveshan, on September 16,
2015. This year the fests of the four departments in
the college were brought together under the name
“Confluence” but each individual department fest
conducted their individual events based on their
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theme and context. Various colleges across
Bangalore participated in the fest to contest for the
different management related events which were
arranged during the fest. In keeping with the theme
which was the Football Mania where teams battle it
out on the field, the events were also named
accordingly.

Events like Business Idea, HR Event, Business

Inauguration of Anveshan

Quiz, Marketing Event and Mock Stock and also the
hotly contested Best Manager and Corporate
Fashion Show were held. The Best Manager award
went to Kristu Jayanti College. The fashion show
winners were CMR Institute of Management
Studies with Christ University as the runners up.
The overall championship trophy went to CMR
Institute of Management Studies.

The combined efforts of the students of all the three
batches in terms of raising sponsorship, planning
and organizing the events were fruitful at the end of
the day.

Intra Collegiate Club Activities
Ad Campaign

Management Club Elixir had organized an Intra
Club Event Ad Campaign for the Business
Management students on August 11, 2015 in the
College Auditorium. The participants shot

advertisements in the form of video and thereafter
presentation was done. The topic was “Relaunch of
Maggi”. 8 teams participated in the competition and
came out with very creative videos. The first place
was shared by Team Bulbanandas of Il year BBA
and Team Lone Rangers 11 BBA while the 2nd prize
was won by Team Smartins of I BBA and the 3rd
prize was won by Team Dynamite of I year BBA.

Faculty achievements, Conferences attended
and Papers presented

e Ms. Neeta M has passed the KSET exam held on
December 6,2015.

* Ms. Neeta and Mr. Raghavendra K. attended a
syllabus discussion for 2nd year BBA held at Sai
Women's College, Bangalore on July 14, 2015.
This was organized by BUTCCM.

+ Mr. Raghavendra K. presented a paper titled
'Challenges and Opportunities of Retailing in
India' at the National Conference on 'Issues and
Challenges of Commerce and Management'
conducted by St Claret College, Departments of
Commerce and Management on October 20,
2015.

e Mr. Zameer Pasha, attended an FDP on
'Innovation and Strategy in Management'
organized by ISBR Business school, Bangalore
on November7,2015.

e Mr. Zameer Pasha attended an International
Conference on 'Global Convergence of
Management Education and Practices' organized
by Canara Bank School of Management Studies,
Bangalore University on November 25-26,
2015.

e Mr. Zameer Pasha and Mr. Raghavendra K.
attended the BBM Syllabus discussion
conducted by Bangalore University Teachers
Council of Commerce and Management on
January 19, 2016 at Vijaya College.

e Mr. Zameer Pasha presented a paper on
“Relationship between the announcement of

Delegates with Principal,Vice Principal and faculty at the State Level Project Presentation
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right issue and share prices of stock in Indian
stock market” during the one day National
Conference on 'Unifying Diversities of Market
in India' organized by Seshadripuram Academy
of Business Studies, Kengeri Satellite Town,
Bengaluru on February 13,2016.

Ms. Neeta M. attended a National level seminar
cum workshop on 'Qualitative Research
Techniques in Social Sciences' on March 3 & 4,
2016 which was organized by the Post Graduate
and Research Department of Social Work, Kristu
Jayanti College, Bangalore.

Mr. Zameer Pasha had attended a National
Level seminar on “Human Resource
Management — The  Emerging Trends”
organised by Soundarya Institute of
Management & Science, Soundarya Nagar,
Bengaluru, on March 12,2016.

Consultancy

Ms. Cassandra Ranee set papers for 1st, 2nd
and 3rd semester MBA for Rai Technology
University, Bangalore for the odd and even
semester exams.

Mr. Raghavendra K. was appointed as a judge
for the Product Launch competition at Bishop
Cotton College for Women, Shanti Nagar,
Bangalore on November 25,2015

Mr. Raghavendra K. delivered a guest lecture
on 'Corporate Etiquette' to the students of 4th
semester B.Com of Shri Anupama Degree
College, Peenya, Bangalore on March 16,2016.

Mr Zameer Pasha, delivered a guest lecture on
'Stock and Derivative Market' to the students of
6th semester B.Com at KLE Society's Degree
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- - - — 8
College, Nagarabhavi, Bengaluru on March 24,

2016.

Ms. Cassandra Ranee was appointed the
external evaluator examiner for the MA
dissertation (Political Science) viva voce at St
Joseph's College of Arts and Science, Bangalore.
Viva was conducted on April 21,2016.

Student achievements

Aslam of I BBA won the Mr. Fresher award for
the year 2015-16.

Sarvan Bhagat of [1 BBA secured the 7th place
in the cross country event conducted by GFGC
Vemgal at University level which was held on
August 19,2015.

Ashita S, Bindhuja Nair and Monica Samson
of final year BBM won third place at the 'Banque
2015' on inter-collegiate Banking colloquium
held at Kristu Jayanti College, Bangalore on
September 9, 2015. They presented a paper on
the topic 'Role of banking sector in nation
building'.

Ashita S and Sachin G. K. of final year BBM
won the Ist prize and consolation prize
respectively at the Inter collegiate project
presentation held at St. Claret College on March
15,2016.

Arun of III BBM and Jithin of I BBA won the
2nd place at the Marketing event held at MQI
Degree College, Bengaluru Management fest
held on March 1,2016.

Ms. Cassandra Ranee

HoD, Department of Management
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Department of Computer Science

he Department of Computer Science at St.

Claret College aims at the progress of students
by encouraging excellence in the field of
Information Technology education. The department
offers a lively platform, where students are nurtured
by gaining holistic knowledge as well. Launched in
2007, the department now has around 160 students
and five dedicated faculty members. The students of
the department are regularly given opportunities to
be part of the various initiatives of the department
for updating their technological skills and are also
encouraged to contribute to society. The department
ensures quality in academics by designing a unique
and inspiring ambience to produce competent
techies who can play a vital role in the society.

The academic year 2015 — 16 turned out to be
incredibly special and memorable with two of the
outgoing BCA batch students securing Bangalore
University ranks for the first time. Ms. Shabnam F.
and Ms. Ashwini C. secured the 1st and 8th ranks
respectively. The department commenced its
proceedings for this year by addressing the students
of 1Ist year BCA about the revised syllabus of
Bangalore University which is based on Choice
Based Credit System (CBCS) on their reopening
day. The students of I year BCA were advised to
attend the Life Skill Development Programme
(LSDP) on various relevant themes from June 30 —
July 1, 2015. To acquire the essential understanding
on chosen subjects such as Mathematics and Digital
Electronics, the same students were presented a
bridge course from July 3-24, 2015 after the regular
class hours. The ice — breaking session organized by
the II and III year students for the [ year students of
the department on July 14, 2015 helped to establish
a good rapport among everyone.

Add-on Programmes

In association with Aptech, the department
coordinates an add — on programme since 2011.
This was the fifth year that the programme was
conducted with a good number of students of III
year BCA on Web Development Using C#. The
prospectus of the programme is designed in
accordance with the latest trends in Information
Technology to facilitate better career opportunities.
The course duration was from January 13 — April
16, 2016. This programme offered an intense
training on .net framework, C# and associated tools
and trained the students to develop projects by being
part of various teams. After completing the
evaluation of the programme, the students were

given certificates by Aptech.
Guest Lectures

*  Organized a guest lecture on 'Big Data' by Mr.
Harshal Kulkarni, Assistant General Manager,
Aptech Ltd., Mumbai, on July 23,2015.

 Conducted a guest lecture on 'Internet of
Things' by Mr. Anirbhan Chowdhury, Head,
Product Development and Training, Frugal
Labs Tech Solution Pvt. Ltd, Bangalore and
Ms. Sreowshi Sinha, Co — Founder and
Director — Marketing, Frugal Labs Tech
Solution Pvt. Ltd, Bangalore, on July 27, 2015.

e Arranged a guest lecture on 'Information
Security & Ethical Hacking', by Mr. Kalathil
Karthik, Co — Founder, HACKENG,
Bangalore, on August 12,2015.

e Conducted guest lecture for III year BCA
students on 'Importance of Java Technology in
the Current Technology World' by Mr. Yasin,
Corporate Trainer, Aptech, Bangalore, on
January 6,2016.

e Organized alumni talk on 'Business
Intelligence Visualization Tools' by Mr. Vishnu
A. P, Software Engineer, Wipro Technologies,
Bangalore, on January 16,2016.

» Coordinated alumni talk on 'Dynamic
Programming & Automation Technologies'
and 'Sous Chef to Captain', by Mr. Sai
Shashank Y, Senior Software Engineer,
Samsung and Mr. Suprabhath Sharma,
Entrepreneur, VEGGIE WAY respectively, on
February 27,2016.

Workshop Conducted

The Department coordinated a two — days' Skill
Development Workshop, on 'Internet of Things
(IoT) and Smart home' in association with Frugal
Labs Tech Solutions Private Ltd. Bangalore, from
August 1-2, 2015. Mr. Anirban Chowdhury, Head,

Mr.Anirban Chowdhury talking on 'Internet of Things'



Students listening in rapt attention to the talk on
'Internet of Things' by Mr Anirbhan Chowdhury

Product Development and Training, Frugal Labs
Tech Solution Pvt. Ltd, Bangalore was the resource
person for the workshop. The workshop started with
adiscussion on the relevance of loT in the day to day
life. There was also a detailed session on cloud
devices, user interfaces, arduino programming
concepts, gateway, creation of mobile app etc. The
technical sessions of the workshop created an
interest among students to learn and understand
more about [oT. Students were given workshop kits
and participation certificates. The practical
exposure given to students during the workshop
facilitated them to understand how devices or things
at home can be connected to the Internet for the
conception of a smart home. A feedback was taken
on the second day of the workshop before winding
up, which showed a positive response indicating
that the workshop was beneficial to the students.

Seminar Conducted
The Department organized an inter - collegiate
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seminar on 'Careers Opportunities with Oracle
Technologies', by Mr. Abhishek Dey, Senior
Manager — Oracle on February 12,2016. There were
around 230 participants including the students of the
department for the seminar. The seminar focused on
the significance and application of Oracle
technologies especially in the domain of SMACI
(i.e., Social media, Mobile, Analytics, Cloud and
10T). The seminar concluded by introducing various
certified courses in Oracle technologies for better
career chances.

Conference Organized

The Department of Computer Science at SCC
organized “INIT 2K16: Imperative New Ideas
towards Technology,” a National Level Students'
Conference & Paper Presentation Competition on
Friday, February 26, 2016. Ms. Rekha Mathews,
Head — India Campus Relationships, UST Global,
was the Chief Guest and Key note speaker for the
event. During her key note address, the Chief Guest
mentioned the relevance of conducting such
Conferences in building up confidence and research
aptitude among students in this Hi — Tech world. In
the inaugural address, Principal, Rev. Dr. Sabu
George depicted the role of organizing and
attending Conferences like INIT, especially for
enriching the knowledge level of students in the
arena of Computer Science. The platform INIT
2K 16 was presented to the students from various
technology backgrounds to explore their ideas by
presenting papers on a wide range of domains in
Information Technology towards Technological
Advancement.

%

Delegates of INIT 2K 16 with Principal,Vice Principal, Faculty andlstlidents of B@A dept
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Prior to the Conference, there was a competition in
proposing the best title based on the theme
'Exploration of Ideas towards Technological
Advancement'. It is indeed very commendable to
mention that there was an overwhelming response
from the student community of the Department of
Computer Science to share their proposals for the

Key note Speaker Ms Rekha Mathews with Principal,
Vice Principal and memebers of Computer Science Dept

best title of the Conference. Ms. Reshma R. and
Ms. Namitha Cent of II1 BCA suggested the best
title of the Conference, INIT 2K 16. With the support
of College Management, Mr. Jerin John V, Mr.
Kalyan M. S. Iyer, Mr. Kaushik G. and Mr. Renil
Rejith of III BCA under the guidance of Ms.
Jayalakshmi R., HoD, Department of Computer
Science, developed a website www.claret
conference.com exclusively for the Conference.
The idea of creating the website was for publicity,
registration, publishing and other updates. Mr.
Vinod Kumar C, Mr. Gokul Raj A. and Mr.
Clement D' Souza of III BCA designed the very
attractive brochure and certificate of the
Conference. Ms. Merly K, Ms. Dhanya Krishnan
Ms. Sreya E. M. and Ms. Krishna H. S. of [Il BCA
obtained benevolent sponsors for the Conference
through meticulous planning. All the students
behind the invaluable contribution towards the
implementation of INIT 2K16 received special
appreciations from the Chief Guest, on the day of
Conference.

There were 160 Paper Presenters in 80 teams from
Bangalore and other States of India including both
UG and PG to present papers as part of the
competition. Ms. Jesme and Ms. Sadiya of St.
Anne's First Grade College for Women, Bangalore
& Ms. Deepti Reddy and Ms. Aishwarya
Sreenivas of BMS Institute of Technology,
Bangalore received the 'Best Paper Presentation'
award in Post Graduate and Under Graduate
categories respectively. Mr. Gokul Raj A. and Mr.
Vinod Kumar C. of St. Claret College bagged the 11
Prize in 'Best Paper Presentation' under UG
category. All the winners received cash awards from
Rev. Dr. Sabu George, our Principal and Rev. Fr.
Vineeth George, the Vice Principal, during the
valedictory function. All the presented papers were
published in the Conference website within a week's

time after the Conference. The abstracts of entire
presented papers were published at the conference
website, www.claretconference.com, within ten
days after the conference and the information was
also conveyed to the paper presenters via SMS and e
— mail. The constant motivation of the College
Management, the dedicated involvement of
students, staff & faculty of the Department of
Computer Science and the presence of 120 students
from various reputed Institutions made the first
edition of INIT a grand success.

Faculty Development Programmes Attended

. Ms. Jayalakshmi R., HoD participated in a
two — day Faculty Development Programme on
'Data Analysis through SPSS' at Jain University,
Bangalore, from April 5—6,2016.

Conferences Attended and Papers
Presented/Published

e Ms. Menaka C., Asst. Prof., presented a paper
on 'Big Data Analytics Architecture for Smarter
Health Care System', at the International
Conference on 'Computing Paradigms', at Don
Bosco College, Yelagiri Hills, Vellore, on July
24 — 25, 2016 which was published in
International Journal of Applied Engineering
Research (IJAER)(Scopus) with ISSN 0973-
4562 vol.10.No.69 (2015), Page no. 63 to 68.

e  Mr. Prakash Chandra Behera, Asst. Prof.,
published a paper titled 'Data Mining
Technique for Tracking of Information
Diffusion in Online Social Network', Vol V,
Issue 1V, April 2016, ISSN 2278 — 2540, pp
102-105in [JLTEMAS.

Peer teaching on 'Designing Techniques Using
Adobe Photoshop'

Peer teaching sessions on 'Designing Techniques
Using Adobe Photoshop' by Mr. Gokul Raj of III
year BCA for the selected students of I and II year
BCA was organized from March 15-23, March,
2016. The idea benefited student participants to gain
hands — on experience in Adobe Photoshop with the
help of systematic practical experience.

Career Guidance Programme

The department conducted a career guidance
programme for the St. Claret PU students on
January 22, 2016. The participants were given ideas
on the various possibilities of choosing the
Bachelors degree for their higher studies. The
programme was concluded by clarifying the queries
from PU students and also by conveying the
significance of scoring good marks in the
forthcoming board examination for better career
prospects.

Computer Literacy Drive

The department conducted an extension activity for
people in the neighborhood from January 11 — 14,



2016. The eligible selected students from various
batches of BCA coordinated the sessions as part of
the Computer Literacy Drive. The sessions were
structured with practicals in the Computer lab
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and Ms. Marina Mathew, familiarized the students
with the history of Infosys, Mysore, followed by a
campus tour. The session described the role of
SPARK programme by Infosys to encourage
students to pursue the domain of

E2 14 |!,

ladies of the neighbouhood by BCA dept

according to the syllabus designed for the
programme. The general feedback of the
participants indicated a demand to conduct such
beneficial programmes in future also.

Get—together

A get—together for the entire BCA was organized by
the department on March 30, 2016. The programme
presented an arena to distribute the prizes to the
winners of the various intra-level competitions
organized by the IT Club of the department during
the IT Club activity hour and also to share the
experiences of the outgoing batch of BCA. The get—
together was coordinated well by the II and I year
students for the final year students of BCA. The
programme concluded with interesting games.
Company Visits

The department coordinated a wvisit to STPI
(Software Technology Park of India), Bangalore,
for the students of II year BCA on February 5, 2016.
Mr. Pradeep J R, Network Admin, Operations
Group of STPI, introduced the company, outlined its
functioning and also shared information about the
job openings in STPIL.

A visit to Infosys, Mysore was organized for the
students of IIl year BCA on March,19, 2016. The
professionals from Infosys, Mysore, Ms. Nimmy

Students acquainting ladies of the
neighbourhood with computer fundamentals

Information Technology. The
interactive session concluded
with various interesting activities
and also by sharing the career
opportunities associated with
Infosys.

Deployment of Technology
towards Creative Initiatives

A team of students from the
department were encouraged to
utilize technology in the
development of Conference website and SCC blog
as part of their project. Mr. Jerin John V., Mr.
Kalyan M. S. Iyer, Mr. Kaushik G. and Mr. Renil
Rejith of 3rd year BCA were behind the formation
of the website. Mr. Dennis Paul and Mr. Jithin
George of the same class joined them in the creation
of blog. Everyone admired the team for the
wonderful work.

Meritorious Academic Excellence Scholarships
Received

To appreciate the high achievers of University
Examinations from each department, the
management of SCC offers scholarship for
Meritorious Academic Excellence on the annual
course fee in every academic year. The following
students of the department received the scholarship

o. Ms. Merly K. (84 %), Ms. Dhanya Krishnan
(83.9%), Ms. Rekha M. (82.8%), Ms. Sonia
Reji (82.3%) and Mr. Kaushik G. (80.3%) of
[II'year BCA.

e Ms. Riya Rahpheal (89.3%), Ms.
Manjushree K. (85%) and Ms. Aishwarya K.
(83.4%) of Il year BCA.

Further Achievements
*  Mr. Kaushik G., and Mr. Vinod Kumar C. of

BCA dept. on their trip to Infosys,Mysore =
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1T year BCA won Ist prize in Wiz Quiz, inter —
class quiz competition organized for all the
departments of SCC on September 9, 2015.

*  Ms. Lincy Joseph of 1st year BCA was offered
the 'Rising Star Award 2015 —16°

«  Ms. Shabnam F. from the passed out batch of
BCA was presented the special award for
obtaining 1st rank in Bangalore University
examinations for the batch 2012 —15.

The best team award within IT Club
being awarded to the team
Innovators by HOD

Jerin JohnV receieves
Best Organizer award
in IT Club

T
e

Ll |T

5

_ W o

+  Ms. Ashwini C. from the passed out batch of
BCA was conferred the special award for
obtaining 8th rank in Bangalore University
examinations for the batch2012—-15.

IT Club Activities

Department of Computer Science coordinates its
various activities through IT (Information
Technology) club. The IT Club aims to develop an
all-round appreciation for technology. The IT club
encourages redefining the way of life and working
with modern technology. The office bearers of IT
Club for the academic year 2015 — 2016 were Mr.
Clement D’ Souza (III Yr. BCA) — President and
Mr. Atul P Joy (IT Yr. BCA) — Vice President and
the coordinators were Ms. Menaka C. and Ms.
Somanjoli Mohapatra.

Hosting Inter Collegiate IT Fest at Degree/PU
level:

The IT Club organized its third Inter Collegiate IT
Fest “Technovation” on 15th September 2015. The
main aim of hosting the Inter Collegiate events is to
encourage the team spirit, organizing skills,
leadership skills and enhance the intellectual
competencies among our students. PU and Degree
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Degree Overall Champions
for Technovation 2016 - Kristu Jayanti College

CLARET COLLEGE
R
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PU Overall champions for Technovation 2016 -
Vidya Mandir College

colleges in and around Bangalore took part in
various competitions held by the fest. There were 28
contestants from 5 Degree and 4 PU colleges. The
Overall Championship Trophy for Degree and PU
was bagged by Kristu Jayanti college, Bangalore
and Vidya Mandir respectively.

Intra Level Competitions Organized:

Odd Semester — Collage Competition, Poster
presentation and Photography. The Winners were
awarded with prizes and runners up were awarded
with certificates and medal.

Even Semester — Students of all the batches were
divided into teams and various competitions were
organized among the teams. The winners —
Innovators team were awarded with the Department
ever-rolling trophy and certificate, Runners up —
Missile were awarded with prize, certificate and
medal. Organizers were also awarded with
Individual Trophy, certificate and medal.

Achievements at the Inter Collegiate I'T Fests

BCA students have participated in various Inter
Collegiate IT Fests at state level as well as at
National level. The department feels proud of them.
They are:

Inter Collegiate IT Fest at Presidency College
Bangalore, August 6th & 7th 2015

e JAM (Il Prize) - Mr. Simon Sebastian (III Yr.
BCA)

»  Debate (II Prize) — Mr. Simon Sebastian (III
Yr.BCA)



e IT Manager (II Prize) - Mr. Simon Sebastian
(III'Yr. BCA)

»  Paper Presentation (Il Prize) — Ms. Nita Maria
George & Ms. Dhanya Krishnan (III Yr.
BCA)

»  IT Quiz (III Prize) — Mr. Prasanth Kumar P.
&Mr. Atul Joy (I Yr. BCA)

Inter Collegiate IT Fest at Sri Aurobindo First
Grade College for Women Bangalore,
September 1st 2015

 Best IT Manager (I Prize) — Mr. Simon
Sebastian (IIl Yr. BCA)

» IT Rangoli (I Prize) — Ms. Mamatha & Ms.
Shwetha (Il Y. BCA)

*  On Spot PPT (III Prize) — Mr. Jobin, M John
(III'Yr. BCA)

Inter Collegiate IT Fest at Kristu Jayanti
College Bangalore, February 4th & Sth 2016

o IT Manager (I Prize) - Mr. Simon Sebastian
(III'Yr. BCA)
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»  Best Tech Team (II Prize) — Mr. Vinod Kumar,
Mr. Kaushik and Mr. Kalyan Iyer (III Yr.
BCA)

«  Electronic Event (II Prize) —Mr. Jerin and Mr.
Ranjith (Il Yr. BCA)

Inter Collegiate IT Fest at Seshadripuram
College Bangalore, February 22,2016

e Beat Makers (Il Prize) — Mr. Clement D’
Souza (Il Yr. BCA)

*  Photography (II Prize) — Mr. Alphonse Raj (11
Yr.BCA)

e IT Quiz (II Prize) — Mr. Prasanth Kumar P.,
Mr. Atul Joy and Mr. Raj Bharatiya (II Yr.
BCA)

o Krazy Cricket League (II Prize) - Mr.
Prasanth Kumar P., Mr. Atul Joy, Mr. Raj
Bharatiya and Mr. Alphonse Raj (II Yr.
BCA)

Ms. Jayalakshmi R.
HoD, Department of Computer Science
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Department of Languages

he Department of Languages was established

in January 2015 comprising of Kannada, Hindi
and Malayalam Languages. The Department
consists of 4 full time and 2 part time faculty.
Although a relatively much newer department
compared to the rest, the department has taken
great strides forward in the year 2015-16.

The department strives towards the overall
enhancement of language skills encompassing all
the basic skills of learning, speaking, reading and
writing and helps students in becoming confident
and gaining a sense of pride about their languages,
both regional and national. It also helps them to
understand the need for acceptance and
participation in a pluralistically rich and diverse
society by making it an important component of
their education. Thus the Department's vision and
mission are in line with that of the institution and
all the activities of the department revolve around
the realization of this vision.

Activities of the Department

The Department organized guest lectures, Hindi
Diwas celebrations, Book Exhibitions, Literary
Week and a one-day State Level Seminar.

One day State Level Seminar in Kannada

The Department organized a one-day State Level
Seminar on the life and works of K. P. Poorna
Chandra Tejasvi on April 26, 2016 titled “K. P.
Poorna Chandra Tejasvi Baduku Mattu Baraha” in

Anekal Sidhuraj performs

association with Karnataka Sahitya Academy,
Kannada Bhavan, Bangalore.

The seminar was inaugurated by Dr. Nataraj
Huliyar, Director, Gandhi Bhavan, Jnana Bharathi,
Bangalore University, Bengaluru who then went on
to speak about the life and dynamic personality of
K. P. Poorna Chandra Tejasvi with whom he had
been personally acquainted with.
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The chief guest for the occasion was Dr.

Nagabhushna, Assistant Professor, PG Department
= of Kannada, Tumkur
University who spoke
about the works of K.
P. Poorna Chandra
Tejasvi regaling the
audience with
interesting excerpts
from the latter's works
involving memorable
characters created by
him.
Anekal Siddaraju, a
popular folksong
singer along with his
The Principal felicitats troupe sang
Dr. Huliyar melodious renditions
about the importance of a 'guru' in every individual's
life and of the service and respect that must be
shown to a guru by his disciple and also about the
devotion of Shiva Sarana Sankamma. The audience
was held spellbound and it was thoroughly enjoyed
by the students many of whom had been exposed to
this kind of'a folksong rendition for the first time.

Literary Week

Literary club had organized various events both in
the odd and even semester in order to bring out the
literary talents in young Claretines.

In the odd semester, various competitions were held
as a part of Literary Day which included pot
painting, fabric painting, paper craft, jewellery
making, use of trash and poster making
competitions. Along with this, Declamation
(enacting of famous extracts from great literary
works) a new contest, was conducted for the
students. There was active participation from
students of all streams, who bagged several prlzes
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There was an exhibition held at the seminar hall to
showcase the innovative creations of the students.

On August 5, a guest lecture was organized on the
topic “Art and Literature”. The speaker was Mr.
John Devaraj, founder and artistic director of
'Janothsava' and Born Free School at Bangalore.
The guest talk was an interactive session where he
discussed various important art, film, music and
dance forms in India and other parts of the world.

In the even semester, Literary Week was conducted
which dated from January 18 - 22, 2016. It was
organized in accordance with Recipro 2016 in all the
four languages namely English, Kannada, Hindi and
Malayalam. Essay, poetry and story writing, Word
pairing, Debate, Pick & Speak, Quiz and Movie
Review were the events conducted in Hindi,
Kannada and Malayalam.

Though the events were conducted after college
hours, there was good participation from the
students. Further, the winners of the competitions
were awarded during the common assembly. Thus
the Literary Club activities were a grand success.

Hindi Diwas & Book Exhibition:

Hindi Diwas was observed at SCC on September
11-12, 2015. The Department along with

Inauguration of the Book Exhibition ‘Abhivriddhi’

Vidyamandir Publishers
organized a book exhibition
'Abhivriddhi' on September
11, 2015. Also inter-collegiate
events like essay writing and
poetry competitions were also
held on the same day, in which
13

colleges
from in
and around
Bengaluru

Prof Latha delivering
a talk on the

participated.  importance and
On the varied h.erit.:age
second day, of Hindi
Prof. Latha

Chauhan from Ambedkar

Fr.Vice Principal

addressing College, Indiranagar spoke on
the gathering the importance and varied
in Hindi

heritage of Hindi as a
language.

Guest Lectures in Kannada

There were two guest lectures organized during the
academic year2015-2016.

Dr. N. Geethacharya
speaks on Kannada
Dasa Sahitya

Dr. C. M. Kundagol delivering
a lecture on the importance
of Vachana Sahitya

* Dr. C. M. Kundagol, Principal, Basaveshwara
College, Rajaji Nagar, Bangalore delivered a
lecture on the importance of Vachana Sahitya
onJuly 17,2015.

« Dr. N. Geethacharya, HoD of Kannada
Department, Sheshadripuram College,
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Bangalore, delivered a lecture on 'Dasa Sahitya
Review'on January27,2016.

Hindi Guest Lectures

e Dr. Vinay Kumar Yadav, HoD, Bishop Cotton
Women's College, Bangalore delivered a
lecture on 'Hindi Bhasha Sahitya aur Yuva
Peedi” on January 16, 2016.

Research

*  Mr. Madesh N., HoD of Languages is currently
pursuing his Ph.D at Tumkur University,
Tumkur.

*  Ms. Jayalakshmi Sharma, Asst. Professor is
currently pursuing her Ph.D at Dakshina Hindi
Prachar Sabha, Bangalore.

Paper Presentations:

* Mr. Madesh N., HoD, Dept. of Languages,
Presented a paper titled “Kannada Kalike,
Bodhane, Sadhyathe mathu Savalgalu” in a one
day State Level Seminar at Jindal College,
Bangalore on January 30,2016.

* Mr. Madesh N., HoD, Dept. of Languages,
Presented a paper titled “Contribution of Dasa
Sahitya for the present Generation” in a one day
National Seminar at Sri Krishna Degree

College Banashankari, 3rd Stage, Bangalore on
March 30,2016.

e Ms. Shashikala U., Assistant Professor,
Kannada, presented a paper titled “Vachana
Haagu Dasa Sahityadhalina Sahitya
Maulyagalu” in a one day National Seminar at
Sri Krishna Degree College Banashankari, 3rd
Stage, Bangalore on March 30,2016.

Publications

e Ms. Shashikala U., Assistant Professor,
Kannada, published an article titled
“Bandikane” in 'Vishva Kavi Kuvempu

Noorandu Nenepu' at Mysore on November 27,
2015.

e Ms. Shashikala U., Assistant Professor,
Kannada, published a book titled 'Satyakkana

Vachanagalu' in Shimoga district on February
19,2016.

* Mr. Madesh N., HoD, Dept. of Languages
published a paper titled “Prasthutha Shikshana
Vyavasthe Edurisuthiruva Sadhyathe mattu
Savalgalu” (Present day education — System
and Problems) in Jeevanmukthi Patrike dated
January 15,2016.

e Mr. Madesh N., HoD, Dept. of Languages,
published a paper titled “Prasthuta Samajakke

Dasa Sahityada Kodugegalu” in Iciri
Prakashana, ISBN 978-93-8506-134-9, pp
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120-121.

» Ms. Shashikala U., Assistant Professor,
Kannada, published a paper titled “Vachana
Haagu Dasa Sahityadhalina Sahitya
Maulyagalu” in Iciri Prakashana, ISBN 978-
93-8506-134-9, pp 87-88.

Seminars/ Conferences/ Workshops attended

* Dr. Rashmi, Assistant Professor, Hindi,
attended a one-day National Seminar titled 'Up
gradation of Human Values through Literature'
onAugust 15,2015.

« Ms. Shashikala U., Assistant Professor,
Kannada, attended a State Level Workshop on
Dr. U. R. Anantamurthy's Life and Literary
Contribution at Kristu Jayanti College,
Bangalore on August27,2015.

e Mr. Madesh N., HoD, Dept. of Languages,

attended a one-day National Seminar titled

'Dakshina Bharatada Dalita Sahitya' organized

by Ambedkar Research Centre at Jnana

Bharathi, Bangalore University on December
29,2015.

e Mr. Madesh N., HoD, Dept. of Languages,
attended a one-day UGC sponsored National
Seminar titled “Jagathikarana mattu Sthaliya
Samskruthi Kuritu” at Tumkur University,
Tumkur on March 12, 2016.

Consultancy

e Mr. Madesh N., HoD, Dept. of Languages, set
Kannada Question papers for 1st semester
B.Com, in October 2015 for CMR Group of
Institutions, HRBR Layout, Kalyan Nagar,
Bangalore.

e Mr. Madesh N., HoD, Dept. of Languages, Set
Kannada Question papers for 2nd semester
BBM, UG Exam, in April 2016 for CMR Group
of Institutions, HRBR Layout, Kalyan Nagar,
Bangalore.

Student Achievers

« Lidia Fernandez of III BA (2012-15) was
felicitated by Hindi Shikshak Sangh, Bangalore
University for securing 1st rank in Hindi in the
Bangalore University Exams (1st — 4th
semesters).

* R.Jyothi of  BBA secured Ist rank in Hindi in
the Bangalore University exams in the paper
taught by Ms. Jayalakshmi Sharma.

Madesh N.
HoD, Dept of Languages
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Library

Your Library Is Your Paradise - Desiderius Erasmus

he Library of St Claret College is a place that has

seen major changes over the years. These
changes range from the infrastructure
developments, increase in number of books, journals
and online resources. Constant change is brought
about keeping in mind the quality and growth of the
library. SCC Library is a place dedicated to

providing a congenial atmosphere facilitating
students and faculty to pursue their personal studies,
with serene atmosphere and availability of a wide
range of books and titles, internet facility etc. The
library committee meets on a regular basis to
discuss, evaluate and implement strategies for the
development of the library.

Total Number of Books, Journals, Magazines, CDs, DVDs, Bound Volumes And Newspapers as on |st May, 2016

SI. No Particulars Total
1 Total Number of Books 16,750
2 Total Number of Journals 30
(including international journals)
3 Total Number of Magazines 52
4 Total Number of CDs 732
5 Total Number of DVDs 160
6 Total Number of Bound Volumes 112
7 To tal Number of Newspapers 8
Library Orientation

The Library orientation for the first year batches was conducted on July 7, 2015 for the academic year 2015-
16 to familiarize all the first year students with the library software, library manners, book borrowing

procedures and other facilities available.

—
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Library Day

SCC Library Committee had conducted Library Day on August 12, 2015 in the memory of Padmashri Dr. SR
Ranganathan, Father of Indian Library Science. The Committee had conducted various events such as

1. Poster presentation (Smart City concept in India)

2. Article writing (A.P.J. Abdul Kalam: A Teacher, a Scientist, a Visionary and a Statesman OR Malala
Yousafzai: A Voice of the suppressed).

3. Book review (English/Fiction/Kannada/Hindi).

Judges finalized the result based on various criteria and prizes were distributed in the last common assembly
of'the academic year.

WINNERS LIST
Name Class Place Name Class Place
Poster Presentation Competition Book Review (English)
Drishya U B.Com “B” First Bettina Biju Jacob | BAII year First
IIT year
Dennis Paul BCA 111 year Second = Vaishnavi V BAII year Second
Neenu Thomas BA T year Third | Neenu Thomas BAT year Third
Articles Writing (English) Book Review (Kannada)
Bettina Biju BAI year First Manju R B.Com First
Jacob “A”III year
Sarah Gee BA I year Second  Hemalatha S BCAII Second
Varughese year
Damini R B.ComT& T Third A Vishma BA III year Third
II year Kuttappa
Book Review (Hindi)
D. Roopa Rani B.Com “C” First
Jain II year

Posters and articles by students in connection
with Library Day Celebrations

Judges taking a look at the posters
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Vice Principal and other faulty members at
the poster presentation contest
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I Prize- Best use of Library Resources-
Nagaveni N of Il BCom B (1)

Best Practices

Book Suggestion Register: Library has maintained
a book suggestion Register. So the faculty/students
can suggest books for the library. The librarians
purchase the books with the immediate approval
from the principal.

Book of the Week: SCC Library displays a write-
up of a chosen book on a weekly basis.

New arrival section: SCC Library highlights the
arrival of new books in the new arrival section, so
the students and faculty can know the books
purchased in the library at a quick glance.

BBM Projects for referral: SCC Library has a
separate section of BBM Marketing and Finance
Projects as a referral for the current academic
students. So they can make best use of the wide
range of projects and prepare for the final VIVA.

Question Paper Bound Volumes: SCC Library has a
good collection of the previous years Bangalore
University Question Papers department wise
(B.Com, BBA, BA and BCA) in the form of Bound
Volume and PDF. Students can make use of the best
referral during their examination revision.

Hindi Book Exhibition

An Inter-collegiate Book Fest “Abhivriddhi” was
organized on account of Hindi Divas (Hindi Day) on
September 11,2015. Neighbouring college students
and Faculty of both Degree and PU colleges of the
city participated. The book exhibition featured a
wide range of books from fiction to biographies and
also books related to the improvement and value
education. The event was organized with the help of
Vidya Mandir, Hindi Book Centre, Bangalore.

Book Exhibition

The Library committee organised Book Exhibition
cum Sale on October 7 & 8,2015 for all the students
and faculty. Info Book Distributers, Bangalore had
displayed a wide range of books from various
publishers such as Springer, Oxford, Cengage, Tata
McGraw Hill etc., The Subjects covered were
Journalism, Travel and Tourism, Computer Science,
English Language and Literature, Management,
Economics, Psychology, Competitive Exams etc.

—

Il Prize- Best use of Library Resources-
Anees Benjamin of Il BCom B

The books were neatly arranged in the Seminar
Hall, so that all the visitors could have a quick look
at it. Book lovers from various departments of the
institution visited the exhibition. The faculty from
each department selected books for the central
library according to the syllabus.

Book Bank

The book bank facility was incorporated in the year
2012-13.  This facility was instituted by the
management to help economically backward
students with their curriculum related text books.
The total number of students who availed this
facility during the academic year 2015-16 was 119
students including those from SC/ST communities.

Library Award

The library award was instituted in the year 2012-
13. The criteria to determine the winners were the
following.

1. Enthusiasm shown in reading books both of
curriculum and from outside curriculum.

2. Quality time spent in the library for reference
andreading.

3. Books borrowing/transaction done in the
academic year.

The winners for the academic year 2015-16 were,
Nagaveni N (First Place) and Anees Benjamin S
(Second Place) both of II year B.Com “B”. They
were awarded with a Trophy and a certificate during
the Thanksgiving Day on April 7, 2016 in the
college auditorium.

Ms. Chaitra
Library Coordinator

Priscilla Nancy S.
Suresha N.
Librarians
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Placement & Career Guidance Cell

INTRODUCTION:

Placement and Career Guidance Cell (PCGC) at St. Claret College is an effective institutional
arrangement primarily aimed to train and place our final year students. The academic year 2015-2016
has been another eventful and landmark year for the PCGC.

This year we had 20 Companies, which came forward to recruit our students and it was a
remarkable year as the PCGC managed to place 161 students i.e. the maximum number of
students this academic year.

TRAININGAND DEVELOPMENT:
External Training Sessions:

Enhancing our students' skills and talents is equally
important as imparting education. Hence, keeping
this as our primary motive the PCGC organized
various training programs for the final year batches.
TalentEase, a Hyderabad based company, trained
our final and second year batches on public
speaking, self-confidence and communication
skills. This training was exclusively done in order to
prepare our students to face interviews with more
confidence and to be aware of the ethics that needs
to be followed in the corporate world.

These sessions have helped enhance the students'
skills and helped the PCGC to place maximum
number of students into various companies.

Internal Training Sessions:

Apart from the External training sessions'
conducted, the final year students' were also given
two PSDP sessions' a week along with their regular
classes. These sessions were conducted by Mr.
Agustus Jose, Placement officer and the sessions
mainly focused on Aptitude, Self-Introduction,
Interview skills and Soft skills.

The PCGC functions with facilities for PPT, written
test, group discussions and interviews. It plays a key
role in career counseling and guiding the students
for their successful career placement.This includes
advising the students on placement procedures,
directing them on resume preparation, giving
training in group discussions, interviews and
written tests.

Other Activities:

In order to inculcate the habit of learning beyond
their academics, the Placement and Career
Guidance Cell (PCGC) and the Current Affairs
Forum jointly organized “Wiz Quiz”an inter-class
quiz contest. The prelims took place on 05/09/2015
in which 115 two - member teams participated. The
preliminary round comprised of questions from
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General Knowledge, Current Affairs, Politics, Film
& Music, Literature, Sports and History. Best teams
from each stream were selected for the finals. The
grand finale was held on 09/09/2015. The winners,
Vinod Kumar and Kaushik of [Il BCA won a cash
award of Rs. 2000/- and the Ever Rolling WIZ
QUIZ Trophy. The runners up, Jeffin Jose and
Joseph George of Il B.Com “A” won a cash award
ofRs. 1000/-

PLACEMENTACTIVITIES:

The following is the summary of the Companies and
the number of students placed through the PCGC for
the Academic year2015-16.

Accenture 5
Godrej 4
Infosys 7

TCS 2

Tech Mahindra 6
Wildcraft 2
HGS 7
Concentrix 47
Capegimini 10
Kotak Mahindra 14
Wipro 7
Dream gains 14

First Source

Vee Technologies 11
Axis Bank 1
ICICI Bank 2
Let me find E -services 1
First Impression 5
Amazon 2
G. T. Technologies 1
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Concentrix awards the Placement Officer for best Face to face interview during the Concentrix Drive
placement support provided for 2 years

Pre-Placement talk by HR representative
from Concentrix

Pre-placement Drive on campus by Kotak
and Dream Gain$S

(L —

Group Discussion
for students
during
Wildcraft
Placement
Drive

pre-placement talk

Pre- placement talk conducted by Wipro

Mr. Jossen of HR Team,
Wildcraft during the

Excelsior | 2015-16 45



Annual Reports

Cultural & Arts Club

he Cultural and Arts Club of St. Claret College

seeks to encourage students to develop their
talents in various fields like arts, music and dance
and also to facilitate them to organize events. To
facilitate the same, various competitive and
participative events like the intra-collegiate arts and
cultural fest, “Euphoria”, inter-collegiate arts and
cultural fest, “Mayurika”, intra-collegiate ethnic
fest, “Recipro” and Fresher's Day were organized.

Students are also provided opportunities to be
exposed to competitions outside through
participation in various inter-collegiate fests
organized by various colleges in Bangalore. The
college dance team also facilitates students to learn
dance under the guidance of professional

choreographers.

FRESHERS' DAY, Competition For Mr. And
Ms. Fresher

Fresher's Day marks the welcoming of the freshers
by the seniors. This day was celebrated in a grand
way on July 27,2015. The highlight of the day was
the crowning of Mr. Fresher and Ms. Fresher 2015-
16 which was bagged by Mr. Aslam of | BBM and
Ms. Mariea Joseph of I B.Com respectively. The
Mister and Miss Fresher were selected after four
rounds of competitions like audition, talent,
question answer and final round. The Fresher's Day
also saw a lot of group games and also some stellar
dance and song performances by the students.

Mr & Ms Fresher 2015-16 flanked by Mr & Ms Fresher
2014-15, the Principal & the Vice Principal

EUPHORIA, Intra-Collegiate Arts and Cultural
Competitions

St. Claret College conducted the annual intra-
collegiate cultural, arts and literary fest EUPHORIA
which began with a grand inauguration on August
24, 2015. The Claretines were grouped into four
teams- Roma, Indica, Alexa and Sparta, headed by
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Participants walking the

the college
representatives
Vinay and
Drishya, and
S ports
Representatives £
Umesha and , e P
Sherin.

The week-long
event had many
competitions
like dances,
singing, mime,
hair styling,
pencil
sketching,
poetry writing,
essay writing.
These
competitions
also had huge
participation
and rich
creative
display.

The grand finale was held on August 29, 2015. The
finale witnessed fierce competitions and filler
performances. The overall championship was
bagged by team Roma which was led by the college
captain Vinay.

RECIPRO, Intra Collegiate Cultural and Food
Festival

SCC organized its VI edition of RECIPRO, the
annual Festival of Cultures and a Fundraiser for
Charity on February 6, 2016 in the college premises.
The chief guests on this occasion were Kannada
Actors Mr. Saurav Lokesh and Ms. Sahana.

This Recipro was unique in its style as the entire
college was divided into six major groups,
irrespective of ethnicity, religion, language, etc. The
groups were named Amaravathi, Bhagirathi,
Indravathi, Nethravathi, Sabarmathi and Vedavathi
respectively. In the true sense it was the coming
together of the college to represent culture as
unifying, as the six groups represented cultural
dance forms from across the Indian continent and
also International. Ethnic fashion was held wherein
each team displayed their different dresses and
ethnicities. The event only got better as it had food

ramp for Euphoria Fashion Show




stalls serving delicious traditional food, snacks, drinks etc.

Apart from the rich variety of cultural performances by the
various groups and the food stalls that Recipro is
synonymous with, the college community, through this
event takes initiative to raise funds for helping
underprivileged people in the society. The proceeds of the
event which includes money collected through the sale of
raffle tickets was given to an eight old girls' bone marrow
transplant.

The staff and students who sold the maximum number of
tickets were awarded by the dignitaries. The staff who sold
the highest number of tickets was Mr. Syed and the
student was Ms. Natasha from III BA. The class which
sold the highest number of tickets was III B.A. Also
faculty and student who sold twenty plus books were
felicitated with a token gift. The interesting part of the
event was the Lucky Draw. The winners of the lucky draw
walked away with LCD TV, Tab, Nikon camera, Fast
Track wrist watches and other consolation prices.

The team walked away the rolling trophy for the best
cultural performance was team Vedavathi headed by Mr.
Waseem, and the runners were team Sabarmathi headed

The chief guest for Mayurika 2016, Mr. Praveen
felicitated by Cassandra Ranee

Ms. Sahana, Kannada Actress lighting
the lamp during the inauguration of Recipro

Team Sabarmathi receiving the
prize from the Principal

A team performs for Recipro

by Ms. Neepa. Team Amaravati headed by
Ms. Neeta won the rolling trophy for the best
ethnic fashion show, and the runners were
team Vedavathi headed by Mr. Waseem.

MAYURIKA, Inter-Collegiate Cultural
Fest

St. Claret College hosted its inter-collegiate
annual fest Mayurika 2016 with
unprecedented enthusiasm on February 18,
2016. The chief guests for the day were the
team from the upcoming Kannada movie
'Simple Agi Innondu Love Story' including
director Simple Sinu, lead actors Praveen and
Meghana Gaonkar and award winning short
film director Mr. Jayaram.

The other dignitaries present on the occasion
were Rev. Dr. Sabu George, Principal, St.
Claret College; Rev. Fr. Vineeth George,
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Vice-Principal, St. Claret College; Rev. Fr.
Varghese, the Manager and Rev. Fr. Joseph Mathew,
the Administrator.

The fest witnessed fierce participation from 29
colleges around Bangalore. The college had lined
up many competitions for participants to express
their talents like dance, singing, photography, face
painting, etc. The highlight of the day was the
fashion show. The host college, though not
competing in the event, staged performances in all
the categories.

The overall championship was bagged by Kristu
Jayanti College, during the valedictory.

Ms. Angela Jean Mary E.
Ms. Chaitra K. S.
Cultural Coordinators
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WINNERS OF INTER -COLLEGIATE CULTURAL FESTS 2015-2016

COLLEGE NAME/ DATE EVENT PLACE WINNER/S NAME
FEST NAME
Bapu Degree College January 30, Group Dance III Prize College Dance Team
2016 Suvarna (III BCA)
Rashmitha (Il BBM)
Reetu (II BCom)
Vinam (I BCom)
Aravind (II BCom)
Anil (I BCom)
Akhil (I BBM)
Saurav (II BCom)
Solo Singing 111 Prize Sheetal (IIT BCom)
Business Quiz II Prize Jeffin & Joseph
(111 BCom)
Ice Breaker I Prize Alwyn (IIT BCom)
Kiran (III BCom)
Jim (IIT BCom)
Venkatesh (III B .Com)
Vaishnavi (11 BA)
Indian Academy Degree | February 12, Group Dance IT Prize College Dance Team
College 2016
‘YUVATARANG’
St. Anne’s College February 16, Group Dance I Prize College Dance Team
2016
Kristu Jayanti College February 20, OVERALL CHAMPIONSHIP
‘NRITYANJALI’ 2014 Group Dance I Prize College Dance Team
Retro Dance I Prize Suvarna (III BCA)
Anil (I BCom)
Folk Dance I Prize College Dance Team
Goodwill College February 29, Group Dance I Prize College Dance Team
‘RHAPSODY’ 2016
Maharani Lakshmi March 3 & 4, OVERALL CHAMPIONSHIP
Ammani College 2016 Group Dance 11 Prize College Dance Team
‘EUPHORIA’ Mad Ads 11 Prize Jose (I B.Com)
Abhilash(II B.Com)
Vishag (IT B.Com)
Vinay (II B.Com)
Lourd (II B.Com)
James (I B.Com)
Nail Art I Prize Drishya U (111 BCom)
Tattoo Making I Prize Vishal (IIl BCom)
Drishya U (III BCom)
II Prize Priyanka (III BCom)
Amar (III BCom)
Best Out of Waste II Prize Priyanka (III BCom)
Aishwarya (III BCom)
III Prize Ramya (II BCom)
Stephy (Il BCom)
Hair Styling I Prize Savitha (III BCom)
Lydia (III BCom)
Collage I Prize Drishya (III BCom)
Kavya (Il BCom)
II Prize Aishwarya (III BCom)
Priyanka (III BCom)
Fashion Show I Prize College Fashion Team
Mime II Prize College Mime Team




SCC Choir

“A choir is made up of many voices, including yours and mine. If one by one all go silent then all that
will be left are the soloists.Don't let a loud few determine the nature of the sound. It makes for poor
harmony and diminishes the song.”

— Vera Nazarian, the Perpetual Calendar of Inspiration

CC choir plays a central role in setting the tone with

their invocation and motivational songs and set the
prayerful tone to any event in the college. Our choir
encourages singers to come forward and join in joyful
singing and in supporting each other in the group. All
can sing well as the music is appropriate to their skill
level and then they train and rehearse seriously under
the guidance of Ms Kiran Jacob Koshy.

The music selected by our choir is simple and well
taught and this provides the choir with a means to get
beyond the mechanics and give heartfelt expression to
the song. This music, in turn, provides the community
with a means to truly encounter God in its worship. This
is what the SCC choir stands for.

The choir is conducted and directed by Mrs Kiran Jacob
Koshy, who has been very committed to bringing out
the best in each choir member. She is also a musician,
composer, songwriter, one who believes that anyone
who tries, can sing. She has trained choirs abroad and
has worked with a 5 member choir to a 123 member
choir. Kiran encourages different styles of singing and
has been with the college for the past nine years and still
continues. She has also been helping other Claretian Institutions develop their choirs.

The college choir consists of many enthusiastic singers selected through an audition at the beginning of the
year. They undergo regular practice sessions and perform at various important occasions in the college and
help set the stage with their soulful singing that bring a lot of joy to those who hear them. The choir performs
both English and vernacular music and consists of budding singers who enjoy singing. Various choir
members have won awards on many occasions for solo and group singing at various inter-collegiate events.
The student coordinators are Martin of [II B.B.A and Aishwarya of [ BCA.

Ms. Cassandra Ranee
Ms. Jayalakshmi Sharma
Choir Coordinators
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Sports Club

Sports instil in us virtues such as discipline,
strength of character, team spirit and respect for
challenges. Participation in sports and other
physical activities has many benefits for youngsters.
It offers them the opportunities to enhance their
physical and social skills, at the same time
providing them a change from the monotony of their
daily life. In line with these thoughts, the SCC
Sports Club organized a number of sporting events
in2015-16.

Athenia2015-16

The intra-collegiate sports meet of St. Claret
College - ATHENIA, was held on January 23, 2016.
Athenia 2015 — 16 was formally inaugurated by
Rev. Fr. Varghese Karukulathel, CMF. Team games
like badminton, table tennis, football, cricket, chess,
throwball, basketball and volleyball were
conducted in the even semester. The competitions
were between the students of the three batches-
batch 2013-16, batch 2014-17 and batch 2015-18.
Each batch was led by two representatives: from the
first year batches, the leaders were Keerthi Kumar
of and Vaishnavi of I B.Com. The second years
were lead by Sarvan Bhagat of Il BBA and Sonal
D'Souza of II B.Com (TT). Vignesh and Pavithra
of III B.Com guided the final year batches. The
students actively participated in the events. The
winners received certificates, medals and trophies.

Keerthi Kumar of [ B.Com secured the individual
championship for boys and Priscilla of III BCA
secured the individual championship for girls. The
2nd year students (batch 2014-17) were the winners
and the 3rd year students (batch 2013-16) were the
runners-up. The event was a great success.

Waterloo 2015-16

The annual Waterloo competitions wherein the
teaching faculty and students play against each
other were held from 8th - 11th March, 2016. In
cricket, the students won the match defeating the
teaching faculty. In badminton, the male faculty
won against the students and in women's section
students won the match. In Throw ball, the women
faculty won against the students.

A) Participation at the National, University, and
Inter-Collegiate Levels Cycling

The Bangalore University Cycling
Championship

The sportspersons of St. Claret College participated

Students taking part in track events

Excelsior | 2015-16

51



in the 'Bangalore University Inter Collegiate Road
Cycling (men and women) Championship that was
held on July 29, 2015. The competitions were held
under 5 categories. The participants secured a
number of prizes in the competition. The following
are the various categories, the names of the
achievers and the places secured:

1) Individual Time Trial (ITT)—Men
Kesavan (Il B.COM'A'")- Il Place

Sarvan Bhagat (Il BBM) - Il Place
2)  Criterium (CRIT)—Men

Sagar M.C (IIB.COM'C") -1Place

Sarvan Bhagat (Il BBM) - Il Place

3) Road Mass Start (RMS)—Men

Sagar M. (IIB.Com'C") -1Place
Umesha.K (III B.Com 'B") - Il Place
Venkateshwar (IIl B.Com'B") -III Place

4) Individual Championship
SagarM.C. (IIB.Com'C")

5) Individual Time Trial (ITT) and Road
Mass Start (RMS)—Women

RupaM. (Il B.Com'A") - IllPlace

PavithraR. (III B.Com'A") - Il Place
6) Team Time Trial (TTT) - MEN

Kesavan (I B.Com'A")

Sagar M.C. (IIB.Com'C")

Venkateshwar (111 B.Com 'B')

UmeshaK. (III B.Com 'B')

St. Claret College secured the overall
championship in the competition.

B) All India Inter-University Men And Women
Road Cycling Championship

The 'All India Inter-University Men and Women
Road Cycling Championship' was held in the
Punjab University, Patiala, from September 24-27,
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2015. Bangalore University was also among the 40
teams that participated in the event. Bangalore
University won the overall 8th position and the
boys' team of St. Claret College secured the 7th
place in the Team trial. The team members are
Umesha K. of III B.Com, Venkateshwar R. of III
B.Com, Sagar M. C. of [l B.Com.

Sugar Free Cyclothon, Ahmedabad

Sugar-free cyclothon conducted a 50 kms cycling
competition in Ahmedabad on 21st February 2016.
Students from St. Claret College also took part in the
event. The following students participated in the
event. They are as follows:

* Umesha. K
* Sagar M. C.
* Sarvan Bhagath

« 98.3 FM Radio
Mirchi conducted
Running and Cycling
Competldiilon
“Duathlon” held at
Devanahalli. Keerthi
Kumar G. R. of I
B.Com and Sagar M.
C. of II B.Com secured
the First runner up
position and won the
cash award of Rs.
30,000/-

Sky Scraper Dash
Staircase Run

St. Claret College
participated in the Sky
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Scraper Dash Staircase Run, conducted by WTC.
The course of the event was a 2 kms run and 850
stairs (31 floors), to cover. Umesha K. participated
in the event and secured the second place.

Cricket Tournament

The Bangalore University conducted a cricket
tournament in Central ground on January 20, 2016.
The college cricket team participated in the
tournament and qualified for the league.

Throwball Tournament

The Bangalore university throw ball tournament
was conducted in R. C. College on February 2,
2016. The college throw ball team participated in
the tournament.

Volleyball Tournament, Hoskote

The Bangalore university volleyball tournament
was conducted in Government First Grade College,
Hoskote, on February 3-4 2016. The college
volleyball team participated in the tournament and
qualified for the quarter finals.

C. SCC Inter-Collegiate Athletic Meet and
Sports Meet

Inter-collegiate Sports Tournament-2016

St. Claret College organized the fifth Inter-
Collegiate Chess, Throw Ball, Basket Ball and
Table Tennis Tournament on 16th February, 2016.
As many as 28 colleges took part in the tournament.
The inauguration ceremony was graced by Rev. Fr.
Sabu George, Principal; Rev. Fr. Vineeth George,
Vice-principal; Physical Education Director, Mr.
Muniraju and Sports Club Co-ordinators, Mr.
Chinmay Dash, Mr. Prakash Behera and Ms. Neeta
M. Coaches and referees from various colleges were
also present. The students of St. Claret College also
participated in the tournament. The winners
received cash prizes, trophies, certificates and
medals.

Aurobindo College lifted the coveted cup in
Throwball and bagged a cash prize of Rs. 4000 and
the runner-up was Sindhi College. Table Tennis
Tournament was won by Sheshadripuram College
and the runner-up was Presidency College.

For the very first time, Basket ball was introduced as
part of the tournament. CMR College bagged the
runner-up trophy and the winning trophy was lifted
by Sindhi College.

The Chess tournament too saw numerous students
taking part from different colleges. The following
were the winners.

Anudeep K. S. from Vijaya college secured the
Istplace

Vishwajith S. Nair from Kristhu Jayanthi
College secured the 2nd place

Madesh N. from Vijaya college secured the 3rd
place.

Inter-collegiate Athletic Meet

St. Claret College hosted an Inter-Collegiate
Athletic Meet for PU and Degree College Students
on August 27 - 28, 2015 which provided a platform
for athletes to exhibit their true sportsmanship. Over
500 Students from 22 PU Colleges and 17 Degree
Colleges all over Bangalore participated in various
athletic events organized by St. Claret Sports Club.

The inauguration of the Athletic Meet started with a
prayer song by the College choir followed by the
torch relay. The Chief Guest Ms. Shilpa Sundar, an
international athlete, hoisted the flag along with the
other dignitaries of the College and declared the
meet open. Athletic events including throwing and
running events were conducted and the winners of
those events were felicitated on the opening day.

On the second day, 10 km, 8 km and 5 km marathon
as well as relay events were conducted for both PU
and Degree College Students. The Owverall
Championship for Girls was bagged by Reva
Independent PU College from the PU Category and
Jindal Degree College from the UG Category. The
Winners of the Overall Championship from Boys
was Vidyavahini PU College from the PU Category
and St. Claret Degree College from the UG
Category. The College considered it a great
privilege to host the successful event.

Mr. Muniraju M.G.,
Physical Education Director

Mr. Chinmay Dash

Mr. Prakash Behera
Ms. Neeta M.

Sports Club Coordinators
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National Service Scheme (NSS),
Social Action Forum (SAF) & Environment Club

he central theme which Mahatma Gandhi, the

Father of the Nation tried to impress upon the
youth of the nation time and again was that they
should always keep before them, their social
responsibility. The first duty of the students should
be, not to treat their period of study as one of the
opportunities for indulgence in intellectual luxury,
but for preparing themselves for final dedication in
the service of those who provided the sinews of the
nation with the national goods & services so
essential to society. Advising them to form a living
contact with the community in whose midst their
institution is located, he suggested that instead of
undertaking academic research about economic and
social disability, the students should do "something
positive so that the society might be raised to a
higher material and moral level".

Three clubs that are involved in such extension
activities are the National Service Scheme (NSS),
Social Action Forum (SAF) & the Environment
Club. All the three promote students' involvement in
social movements and activities and they are
coordinated by staff members who accompany and
guide them. While Mr. Madesh N. and Ms. Nayana
K S were the faculty coordinators of NSS; Mr. Banu
Prakash T N, Mr. Prakash Chandra Behera and Ms.
Nayana K S guided the SAF and the faculty
coordinators of the Environment Club were Ms.
Menaka C and Mr. Banu Prakash T N. Having
common faculty coordinators had its positive
aspects as all the three clubs came together for quite
afew ofthe extension activities.

. In the beginning of the academic year NSS
Enrolment forms were distributed on July 10 to
students interested in being a part of the National
Service Scheme. On July 22, 2015, 122 Volunteers
enrolled after the Advisory Committee Meeting.
During the investiture ceremony Mr. Syed Imam
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(III year B.Com) and Ms. Thenmozhi (II year
B.Com) were elected as the student coordinators.
Inauguration of the NSS unit for the academic year
2015 — 2016 happened on July 25, 2015, in the
presence of the Principal Rev. Dr. Sabu George, and
NSS Officers Mr. Madesh N and Ms. Nayana K S.

SAF Enrolment forms were distributed on 10th July
to students interested in being a part of the Social
Action Forum. On July 22, 2015, 58 Volunteers
enrolled after the Advisory Committee Meeting.
During the investiture ceremony Ms. Reshma R.
(III year BCA) and Ms. Savitha K. (Il year B.Com)
were elected as the student coordinators.
Inauguration of the SAF unit for the academic year
2015—-2016 was on July 25,2015, in the presence of
the Principal Rev. Dr. Sabu George, and SAF Co-
ordinators Ms. Nayana K S, Mr. Prakash Behera and
Mr. Banuprakash.

The Environment Club conducted the election for
the posts of the student office bearers of the club.
Ms. Sumitha, IIT Year BCA and Mr. Abhijit G.
Kabad, II Year BA were clected President and Vice
President respectively. Soon after, a membership
drive was undertaken by the office bearers to enrol
members. As many as 60 students enrolled.

. The volunteers of NSS and SAF visited
Sumanahalli, Rehabilitation Centre for Leprosy on
August 1, 2015. The volunteers were accompanied
by Mr. Madesh, NSS Officer and Ms. Nayana, SAF
Co-ordinator. An orientation program about
Leprosy, HIV and its effects was arranged for the
volunteers of NSS and SAF. The staff of
Sumanahalli, Mr. Mastan conducted the orientation
program and discussed the topics and volunteers
actively participated in this interaction session. The
volunteers had the chance to meet the inmates
suffering from leprosy and visit the SUPPORT




centre for HIV infected persons. [Bhgy &IS@
visited the candle making section, Gaffiehts
section and leather products manufacHifing
section where the products were prepdied aid
handled by the leprosy affected and specialls
challenged people.

. A blood donation camp was cofidticted
on August 11, 2015, and Dr. Sunil VI Nayak,
Medical Officer, Karnataka Red Cross Blood
Bank had conducted a motivational Session on
August 10, about the importance of blood donation
and how important a charity it is. Volunteets from
Red Cross Society had come with the team lead by
Dr. Sunil V. Nayak and around 108 members
donated blood.

. NSS & SAF celebrated Independence
Day on August 15, 2015 with traditional
gaiety and fervour. The Principal Rev. Dr.
Sabu George hoisted the flag and addressed
the gathering inspiring the students through
his speech stating that youth are the asset of
the nation and stressing on the need for all the
youth to develop the sentiment of patriotism
towards their country. The NSS WVolunteers
presented patriotic speeches, songs, and dance. The
celebration ended with the distribution of sweets.

. The Environment Club organized an activity
on Numbering of Trees in SCC Campus on
September 7, 2015. Students of the Environment
club took part in this activity and played a pivotal
role in spreading awareness of Environmental
Education for Sustainable development among the
students. The following is the count:+

. No. of Mango Trees . 15
. No. of Jack Fruit Trees . 08
. No. of Coconut Trees : 81
. No. of Hibiscus Trees : 09

. Total No. of Trees (Approx): 130

. On September 7, 2015, the
Environment club also took an initiative on
Planting of Ayurvedic Medicinal Plants on
SCC Campus. The main objective of such
activity is to spread the awareness about the use
of herbs in our day to day life. Plants like Amla,
Tulsi, Peppermint, Neem, Rosa sinensis (Hibiscus),
Avocado, Mangifera Indica (Mango), Tinospora
cordifolia and Aloe Vera were planted by the
students of the club.

. The Club organized a Poster Making
Competition on numbering of trees on SCC campus
on September 8, 2015. The competition enabled the
students to imbibe new ideas and creativity. The
first-prize winners were Ms. Deepu, Ms. Shaheen
Taj & Ms. Anitha of [ Year BCA.

. The SAF co-ordinators and students



organized an event called 'Neighbourhood
Cleaning' which was conducted on September 21,
2015. All the SAF students had volunteered to clean
the neighbourhood and spread the message of
Swachh Bharat. All volunteers enthusiastically
participated in the cleaning programme.
Neighbours appreciated the volunteers for the
initiative taken by them.

. The SAF co-ordinators and students also
organized an out-reach programme in Government
PU College, Jalahalli on September 24, 2015. The
visit aimed at reaching out to the deprived sections
of the society. Mr. Banuprakash, SAF coordinator,
addressed the students about the social
responsibility and how to help the society. The SAF
volunteers distributed note books and pens to the
students.

. On September 28, 2015, the Environment
club organized a Collage Competition on Global
Warming. Students of the club took part in this
competition and presented extremely elegant
posters. The winner of the competition was Ms.
Manjuof Il Year B. Com'A".

. On October 2, 2015, on the occasion of
Gandhi Jayanti, the NSS students of St.Claret
College had visited Gandhi Bhavan, at Bangalore
University to attend the International Day of Non-
violence. Prof. Thimme Gowda, Vice Chancellor of
Bangalore University was the chief guest for the
program. Prof. Bislayiah addressed the gathering
about Gandhian principles and ideologies and of
their need in the modern world with facts and
figures. His speech emphasized on the development
of rural economy. Followed by this, Prof.
Thimmegowda who addressed the gathering also
emphasized on the thought of “Adarsh Gram
Yojana”, importance of Khadi and Village
Commission in the development of an economy.

. The NSS volunteers visited Gandhi Museum,
Kumara Park Road on October 3, 2015
accompanied by Mr. Madesh, NSS Officer. The
volunteers visited Gandhi Museum, which was

filled with the Mahatma's
writings, photographs, etc.
After taking a look at the
museum, volunteers were
taken to the auditorium
where a film dedicated to
Gandhi was shown. After
the movie, a member of
Karnataka Gandhi
Smaraka Nidhi interacted
with the students. Mr.
Doddaiyyah, in charge of
Gandhi Smaraka Nidhi
addressed and educated
students with meaningful songs. Then Mr.
Chandrappa, Administrator of Gandhi Smaraka
Nidhi, spoke about the life of Gandhi, his values and
principles and also the importance of the place
where Gandhi Museum is situated.

. The Environment Club organized an Essay
writing competition on October 5, 2015 based on
the topic “Top 5 Environmental Issues”. The
competition enabled the students to learn how our
environment is constantly changing. Ms. Thara
Lakshmi (II Year BA) won the first prize.

. The volunteers of NSS visited NIMHANS
Convention Centre on October 15, 2015 to attend
the Mother Teresa Award Ceremony. This year Dr. K
Radha Krishnan, Former ISRO Chairman was
conferred with the prestigious award for his
contributions to India's Space Research. Cdr. Cpt.
Bala addressed the gathering and welcomed
ambassadors of Indian Development Foundation
(IDF) formerly known as Indian Leprosy
Foundation.

. “Green Day Celebration” was observed on
January 12, 2016. It was heartening to note that a
majority of students and staff members turned out in
green. The events and competitions organized were
Caption Writing, Slogan Writing, Essay Writing,
Best out of Waste & Collage. All the events saw
extremely good participation from students across
all streams.




. The NSS Unit of St. Claret College had
organized a Special Camp for all the NSS Students
from 14th —20th January 2016. This time the special
camp was organized in NSS Bhavan, Jnana
Bharathi, Bengaluru. 41 NSS students were selected

The faculty coordinators and student representative of
Environment Club receive the Best Use of Wall Space Award

to attend the camp under the guidance of NSS
Officers Mr. Madesh N and Ms. Nayana K S. The
main themes of the camp included various guest
lectures on NSS and its importance, Folk Culture
and Environmental Awareness, Fitness for All
(Sports), Indian Constitution and Indian Law and
Water Conservation & Plastic Pollution. The
volunteers actively participated in all the activities.

. The state level workshop on Swami
Vivekananda was held at NSS Bhavan on January
18, 2016. Fortyone NSS volunteers participated in
the workshop. The Chief Guest for the day was Dr.
Siddlingaiah. Prof. Thimme Gowda addressed the
students and enlightened them about Swamy
Vivekanda's thoughts.

Resource person for the day were Dr. Gita
Ramanujan, and Prof. Prasad Rao. The entire
session was coordinated by Mr. Madesh N and Ms.
Nayana K S, NSS Coordinators, St. Claret College.

. On January 19, 2016, NSS volunteers
participated in the rally held by NSS Unit,
Bangalore University from Central College,
Bangalore University to Kanteerava Indoor
Stadium.

. NSS celebrated Republic Day on the college
campus on January 26, 2016. Rev. Fr. Vineeth
George, Vice Principal and faculty members Mr.
Muniraju, Mr. Madesh, Ms. Nayana and Ms. Seema
Joseph were present during the programme.
Students made the day most memorable by their
patriotic songs, dance and speech.

. On January 28, 2016, Environment club and
SAF of SCC jointly organized Swachh Bharat Rally
in the vicinity of the college. The rally aimed to
create awareness about cleanliness, hygiene and
planting of trees. Students made posters and
placards for this cause. More than 70 students

enthusiastically participated in this rally.

. Environment Club and SAF of SCC jointly

organized a Free Eye Check up Camp for students

and outsiders at SCC campus on January 29, 2016.
Doctors from Nethra Eye Hospital, Bangalore
conducted the checkups. Many people from the
neighbourhood came for the camp.

*  Two volunteers of SCC, Mr. Syed Imam and
Mr. Rakesh S. R. were selected to attend National
Integration Camp conducted by Mangalore
University at Alvas College, Moodabidri from
January 29 - February 4,2016.

* Environment Club and SAF of SCC
organized an Organic Food stall in SCC campus on
March 15,2016. The main aim of'this activity is to
raise fund for the club and make use of it in future
for those people who are in need.

* NSS volunteers Mr. Anthony, Mr. Kiran,
Mr. Aswin and Ms. Yogyashree attended
Personality Development Camp at NSS Bhavan,
Bangalore University from March 22 -28,2016. Mr.
Madesh N, NSS Officer was in-charge of the Camp.

. A Neighbourhood Cleaning Programme was
organized by the Environment Club and SAF of
SCC on March 29, 2016 at Jalahalli village,
Bangalore. Around 40 students of SAF and
Environment Club and 6 Faculty Members
volunteered for the programme.

The valedictory of the activities of NSS, SAF & the
Environment Club for the academic year took place
on April 7, 2016 during Thanksgiving Day. The
chief guest Sr. Vinita, Principal, Cluny Convent,
Jalahalli, gave away the prizes and certificates to the
volunteers who made notable contributions.

The best outgoing NSS volunteers for the batch
2013-16 were Mr. Syed Imam of III B.Com and
Ms. Pavithra B. of [II B.Com. The volunteers were
honoured on graduation day.

The Environment Club was selected as the “Best
Club” among all the clubs and associations for the
“Best Wall Space Management” for the academic
year2015-2016.

Mr. Madesh N.
Ms. Nayana K S
NSS Officers

Mr. Prakash

Mr. Banuprakash T N
Ms. Nayana K S

SAF Coordinators

Ms. Menaka C.
Mr. Banuprakash T. N.
Environment Club Coordinators
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India is the largest sub-continent and enjoys one of
the best-educated human resource powers in the
world. India is a land of wide diversity and yet
unified. Today, India is known as a communication
hub, and has become popular with international
students from all over the world. India has been a
major seat of learning for thousands of years. Albert
Einstein once said: "We owe a lot to the Indians who
taught us how to count, without which no
worthwhile scientific discovery could have been
made".

The International Students Forum (ISF) of St. Claret
College (SCC) provides strong support to the
international students for their personal,
professional and career development and
consequently provides information and
opportunities to enhance and develop their skills to
help them achieve their full potential, both
personally and professionally. In the academic year
2015-16 the ISF club was coordinated by Ms.
Somanjoli Mohapatra, Asst. Professor, Dept. of
Computer Science and Ms. Neeta Manjunath, Asst.
Professor, Dept. of Management, and the student
representatives were Ms. Nakanwagi Priscilla, 111
yr. BCA, President ISF and Mr. Matovu Issac, I1 yr.
BBA, Vice President ISF. Students from different
part of the world join SCC and opt for various
courses offered by the college. Whilst study life is
intense and demanding, students also find the time
to experience other opportunities that exist within
the College.

Exhibiting Creativity

This year the International Students Forum has
come up with their own logo for the club ISF. The
students were very happy to exhibit their ideas and
to share their thoughts about ISF through logo
designing. The logo designed by Mr. Awadh
Ahmed Hasan Assal of II Yr. BCA got selected as
the best choice for ISF club. The ISF students also
designed logo for Smart Pearl School, Bangalore.
Mr. John Idi Paul Wani of III Yr. BCA designed
beautiful logofor the above mentioned school and it
was very much appreciated by the school
management

English Coaching

Developing English skills is goal of our
International Students. If the students want to go
abroad and work globally, their English

The No. of International Students
in 2015-16 in SCC
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Table: The No. of International Students
in academic year 2015-16

communication has to improve. Keeping this in
mind the ISF initiated Basic English coaching
classes - “ENGLISH VINGLISH” for the first year
foreigner students during August- September 2015.
In these classes simple grammar, sentence
construction and basic communication skills were
taught.

Allure of Indian Culture

Many students are much fascinated by India and
come here to embrace what is intrinsically Indian.
As part of it, the international students actively
participated in various festivals celebrated on SCC
campus like Onam, the festival of culture, food
fiesta “RECIPRO-2016, and the Intra Collegiate
Cultural Competition- “EUPHORIA-2015".

Public Engagement : Outreach

The ISF SCC actively works to nurture charitable,
educational and voluntary activities between the
college and its communities. Students become part
of this through attending or actively taking part in
public events or outreach. This year the students of
ISF visited Sumanahalli Rehabilitation Centre,
Bangalore on March 5, 2016. They felt very happy
and proud to see various projects like Leprosy Unit,
Anugraha Unit, HIV Cure Unit, Garment & Candle
Making Sections, and Schools etc. which are taken
care of by Claretian Missionaries.

Trip to Mysore

Culture plays an important role in the development
of any nation. Culture and creativity manifest
themselves in almost all economic, social and other
activities. A country as diverse as India is
symbolized by the plurality of its culture. India's
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English Classes being conducted
for foreign students

ISF celebrates Onam
on campus

Unveiling of the ISF Logo

existing diversity also has a pull factor, as it allows
many kinds of people to feel at home. In India the
historic and multi-cultural city Mysore offers a
range of historical information from ancient
buildings to historical art galleries. This year the ISF
students visited the Mysore Palace and various
places nearby Mysore on March 20, 2016. While
they enjoyed Indian coracles in Gosai Ghat, they
also did not miss the theatrical and music events in
Brindavan Garden. Apart from this they also visited
many temples and admired the architecture and the
sculptures of those places.

“Melange”- Intra Collegiate International
Students Get Together

The ISF of SCC organized the Intra Collegiate
International Students' meet on March 29, 2016.
This event is conducted “To meet and Thank” each
one of the ISF students for their unique contribution
towards the club. The meet is aimed at glorifying the
various activities conducted by ISF throughout the
year so it was a confluence for students from various
countries, cultures and life styles. The event
provided a promising platform not only to
accentuate academic accomplishment but also bring
out the extra edge present in the students in various
other fields. This event gave an insight to the
students about team work and dedication which was
seen in the various activities throughout the year
thus enhancing their knowledge in diverse spheres.

Ms. Somanjoli Mohapatra

Ms. Neeta M.
ISF Coordinators
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Fernandaz, Proprietor of J C Music Academy was
the resource person. Around 50 students from St
Claret Pre-University and St Claret Degree College
were present.

CSA in association with Jesus Youth Campus
Ministry Bangalore organised a Leadership Camp
for the members of the CSA volunteers of St Claret
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IX Graduation Day

he IX Graduation Day of SCC was held on the

13th of April 2016 during which 288 students
from the streams of Commerce, Computer Science,
Management and Humanities were awarded
certificates of appreciation and mementoes. The
Chief Guest for the occasion was Mr. Anil Jalali, the
Head of HR at IBM (India/South Asia).

Rev. Dr. Jacob Arakkal, the General Manager,
Claretian Institutions; Rev. Fr. Varghese
Karukulathel, Manager, Claretian Institutions; Rev.
Fr. Joseph Mathew, Administrator; Rev. Fr. Henry,
the General Consultor of the Claretians from Rome;
Rev. Dr. Sabu George, Principal; Rev. Fr. Vineeth
George, Vice Principal; Rev. Fr. Sojan Abraham,
Principal of St. Claret PU College, Rev. Fr. Benny
Mathew, Principal of AC School, Rev. Fr. Joshy
Xavier, Principal of St. Claret School and Rev. Fr.
James Nadackal, Parish Priest of St. Thomas
Church were present on the occasion. The students
were blessed by the presence of parents, close
family members and well-wishers.

Awards and endowment prizes were given to
meritorious student's form all streams. Ms. Preeti
Kumari of IIl B.Com 'A' was awarded the best out-
going student of 2015-2016. Mr. Umesha of III
B.Com 'B' won the Kreeda Ratna award. Ms.
Drishya U. of III B.com 'B' won the Kala Prathiba
Award. Ms. Sarah Geevarughese of I BA won the
Principal's award for the best student from the II
year batches.

The Chief Guest
| Mr. Anil Jalali
congratulated the
students and wished
them well. He urged
them to work hard
towards achieving their
dreams. He said that
the modern generation
is very quick in
grasping new ideas and
| also very comfortable
with the various forms
of technology that are
available to them. This,
he said, if utilized
carefully can expand
their knowledge base
and enhance their

Mr. Anil Jalali delivering capabilities.
the Commencement Speech

Excerpts from the speech of
outgoing student Kevin Joseph :

My duty here today is to convey the
experience that is St. Claret
College. At the end of this long
journey here we are today, more
learned, more experienced and
more talented than we were a few
years back. When we first entered
St. Claret's, we can all admit that we were surrounded
by strangers, but as days passed we learnt that we can
find companionship in anyone. From days of
lonesome to now, all through the way the college has
been there nurturing, providing and inspiring the
citizens of tomorrow. The first year was the platform
from which we would soar to new heights, this was
showcased in the second year when we saw
participation in college events on an unprecedented
scale and the final year is when we learnt that
participation is far more important than winning. The
college events whether they were cultural, academic
or in the field of sports always encouraged our spirit,
mind and body to achieve more. Speaking of
motivation, I would not do justice if I did not speak of
the team of lectures who have worked day after day
under the guidance of our principal and vice principal
to help us reach where we are today. They have
kindled fires in us all, from day one, and as I stand
here in awe I believe those fires burn ever so bright.
We can agree to the fact that the greatest lesson we
have learnt as students is to rise from failures, and
that they are stepping stones to success, success we
now cherish, as we have grown through failures. A
journey is seldom without regret. I know that [ speak
for all when I say that, if given the chance to do it all
over again we would not do it any other way. Looking
at this graduating class, I see chartered accountants,
lecturers, managers, journalists, thinkers and
pioneers, I see the India of tomorrow. We are indeed
blessed by God Almighty to be at this juncture to
comprehend our growth, from teenagers of yesterday
to men and women of today.

I'would take my leave with a quote:

“When someone asks for a piece of bread give them
the whole loaf, when someone asks for a path to
choose, travel it with them and when someone asks to
be helped up, raise them above yourself, for true
success is not in sacrificing profits earned by hard
work , but in the knowledge that you've worked hard
with many sacrifices. Thank you for being an
excellent crowd and congratulations to the
graduating batch.
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Graduation Speech by Fr. Principal

onorable dignitaries, parents,
faculty, friends, and graduates:

This day will remain in the hearts of

the graduating students as a day to
remember, a day when they realize

that after long years of toil, they are
graduating. A lot of hard work has

gone into making this day a reality. It

is also the fruit of the sweat and pain of many
parents who had to earn that extra money to send
their child to college. But today they also cherish
this moment with pride as their child graduates
from St. Claret College.

These 285 graduates are ready to face the world.
They are trained to take up challenges and I
believe they are also well-equipped to handle
pressure. | find in the eyes of these graduates a
sense of achievement and a hope that the future
will be bright for them. I can sense excitement in
the faces of these young graduates as they plunge
into the world to be architects of anew India. They
are with a sense of fulfillment as they bid adieu to
their alma mater. And we are as excited as many of
you are, because we, the members of
management, faculty and staff, had some role to
play in your lives. I wish you, the young
graduates, the very best in your professional and
personal life.

‘Dare to dream' that is the theme of this graduation
day. Dream not just those dreams that are easy to
achieve, but dream big. One day you will be one
among the great if you are ready to follow your
dream. Paulo Coelho says in his book 'The
Alchemist', “And, when you want something, the
entire universe conspires in helping you to
achieve it.” What you need to know for sure is
what is it that you want to have. If you want to
have only a very ordinary life, the universe will
conspire to help you to achieve that. If you want to
achieve something which you and many others
believe is beyond your reach, still the universe
will conspire to help you to achieve it. Now what
can come in between your dream and achieving it?
“There is only one thing that makes a dream
impossible to achieve: the fear of failure.” What I
wish for you as you graduate today is that let
nothing, yes, nothing come in between you and
your dreams, no matter how wild they may be.
You can be sure of the support the management
and faculty of this college will continue to extend
to you in achieving your dream.

You need to consider yourself privileged to be
able to attend college and graduate. According to a
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Indian students reach the level of
graduation. So you are more
privileged than about 91 % of the
students of India who do not have the
opportunity to go to a college and
pursue education.

Now that you get into the world either

as members of the working population

or as students of post graduation, your

future lies in your hands. There is little

that others can contribute to your
growth and success. It is here that the dreams you
dream have a great significance. As our former
President late A.P.J. Abdul Kalam says in his
book, "Wings of Fire': “Dream is not that which
you see while sleeping, it is something that does
not let you sleep.” I want you to pursue those
dreams that do not let you sleep and let no forces
prevent you from achieving those dreams.

Dear graduates, most of you are placed in reputed
companies through the college placement cell. A
good number of you have also opted to pursue
your higher education. We want you to take along
with you the values and principles for which St.
Claret College stands and be on the side of justice
and truth. It is easy to be one among the crowd, but
remember a crowd does not have a name,
designation or individuality. What we expect from
you graduates is that you remain who you are with
the abilities and talents God has given you, work
to your maximum potential and unleash the
energy you have for your future and for the future
of India. Then you will be part of a group or you
will be at the top of a pyramid, where you have a
name, designation and individuality. I am
dreaming of a day when most of you become
known names in the state and nation at large.

Dear parents, [ would like to thank you for having
faith in this institution. You trusted us to take care
of your children. We hope we have not let you
down. [ hope and pray that you continue to be the
ambassadors of this institution for many more
years to come.

Dear Claretines, [ wish you all the best. Thank you
all for these eventful three years that you have
spent with us. [ firmly believe that you will
continue to dream big and bring accolades to your
family and your alma mater. God bless.

Rev. Dr. Sabu George, CMF
Principal
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Poetry

The Woman | Loved

Among the thousands you still stand out,
Many I've seen but none like you,
The love you showered, the care you showed,
Makes my life still bloom and blossom.

Is honey sweeter than your love?
Is the sun warmer than your hug?
Is there any sanctuary sacred than your feet?
Is there any seat softer than your bosom?
Is there any touch greater than your caress?

All my life I may search,
Yet find none like you.
All my days I may spend,

Yet find none to replace you.
Thoughts and words of gratitude,
Overflow as I think of you.
Coz you gave me everything I need,
Not to survive but to live.

You were a lamp in my path,
Always lighting my way.
Would I ever be here,

If you weren't near?

All T can do is to thank you,

For your tireless concern and selfless love,
For taking pleasure in watching me grow,
For being the only woman,

I can never love or repay enough.
Thank You Mom!

- Jobin M. John, III BCA

The Last Fire

In the darkest days of my life,
I found a candle at my table's corner,
Beside it lay a match box untouched for years.

When I was in despair,
When the waves of disappointment hit me hard,
When I wanted to cry for a while,
I entered this room of no lights.

I sought peace and joy,

I looked for hope and love,
In this room of dark nights,
But found none that I sought.
Then one fine day, I decided,
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To light this room to see what it has,
I took the candle and lit it up,
With the last stick in the box.

Then there spread a light,
That brightened my entire life,
That showed me, all I sought,
Was this room of once nights,
A bright room of my treasure of life.

- Jobin M. John
III BCA



The Angel of My Night

A friend to many,
A monster to myself,
I've always faced injustice,
Leaving my anger on the shelf.

My monsters, tired of chaos,
Only sought peace,

My demons reached out to the skies,

Hoping to catch a cool breeze.

Then you came along,
An angel, a ray of light,
One look at your smile,

And my chaos took flight.

You made my demons smile,

And filled my life with light,

Now in my serene darkness,
There is a ray of white.

Now all I have to say,
Is never say goodbye,
For if my angel leaves me now,
My heart shall certainly die.

I've poured my heart out,
I needn't say much more,
Just, always know this that,
It's you I love, you I adore

- Raunak Nandi
1 BA

True Love

I kept searching for love,

And flew around like a thirsty dove.
Every time I started my day,
Hoping to see someone in my way.
I met folks quite many,

But little did I see the love in any.

My reflection in their eyes put me in despair,
For hatred towards my looks was all I could see there.
Little did anyone peep into my heart and eyes,
That overflowed with love, so beautiful and nice.
Now I have given up, feeling lost and bad,
Which at the end of the day made me sad.
Back at home when my dinner was kept,

I felt doomed and so I wept.

But, my mother, who had read her child,
Came close with love and eyes mild.
When I looked into her twinkling eyes,

I saw the love that I searched in millions of eyes.
I was a fool drowned in a whirlpool,

And never realised a mother's love was so beautiful.
Now one thing for sure I know,

There is nothing above a mother's love,

I feel blessed, for having love at its best.

- Sweja S.
IB.Com'A'




Poetry

My birth is my Opening Stock
Whatever goes, I Credit
Whatever comes, I Debit
My ideas are my Assets
My fears are my Liabilities
Happiness is my Profit
Sorrow is my Loss
Soul is my Good Will
Friendship is my Hidden Adjustment
Character is my Capital
Bad things I always Depreciate
Knowledge is my Investment
Patience is my Book Balance
Thinking is my Journal Entry
My aim is to Tally Balance Sheet
Death is my Closing Stock.

- Sharath Kumar S.
IB.Com'A'

Hypocrisy

You teach others to be generous and you set an example to many,
Yet I can see those tired eyes, that weary soul and your mourning heart within
you.
You talk about justice, talk about standing for one's rights,
Yet I can see that you have eyes, that have become blind,
Blind towards the cry of those in need, blind towards those helpless, hungry
and cold.
I see that you have ears, yet you are deaf to the truth, deaf to the screams and
wails of the poor.

I could tell you how I despise the very sight of you because when I see you, [
see those tears that innocents shed, I see Love's broken heart, I see Life's dark
abyss.

You preach of all being one family belonging to the human race.

So highly of you do the people think, but I have seen your true self.

I have known that you too are nothing more than a mere mortal who will pay
the price for this one day.

- Purna Maya Rai
IIT BA
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|l do,do I?

HOPE FORTHE BEST

And study with full commitment and diligence.
Let us aim to be at the top of the game,
And never be overconfident of our fame.
Let us have a smile on our face,
Whether it is an easy or difficult phase.

It is time to do the best we can,

To learn diligently according to our plan.
Let us be happy and joyful all day,
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Poetry

Grip of modernity

Tech tech tech,
Goes life these days;
Tick tick tick,
No time anyways.

Technology made life simple,
Without it one seems a cripple.
You ought to be updated,
Else you would get outdated.

Breakfast with Whatsapp,
Dinner with Google;
But look at the sky up,
Isn't it a marvel!!

“Time it was when I could breathe free,
Global warming was far from me.”
Cried a tree standing alone,

Other trees gone, it being an industrial zone.

Nature's bounty all lost,
Affected by the evil cast;
Delightful, won't it be to go horse riding,

-Arya P.
II B.Com 'B'

My Thoughts

Into the night that I remember,
Sure that [ was excited,
Packed my stuff ready to wander,
But happened to be all but decided.

For the first time ever thrilled,
About the world outside,
That night saw my wait killed,
To see the real me inside.

As being a one to have womb,
Restricted my desires to fly,
Scared and told to be as a honey comb,
Safe and somewhere nigh.

Tried very hard to raise my voice,
Make the world understand,
Turned out to be a voice,
That they no longer could stand.

Hungry to be understood and felt,
Where...I was only rejected,
Every word from my heart I felt,
Reached them as I protested.

[ wondered why all these feelings,
So hard to face at this age,
Barely eighteen years old with clipped wings,
Which inhibit me at every stage.

Hope that I get a hand to hold,
Before I really need help to breathe,
I do not ask you to be bold,
Just a human, to pull me from a stifling sheathe.

I ask of you to know me for real,
Before you try to put words on me,
Do not help me by judging me here,

As I already found me.

This night [ remember my past days,
Clubbing them by each page,
Which may seem no sense to trace,
But trust me, you'll find an unpretentious sage.

- Mariea Joseph
I BCom 'B'




Poetry

Depression

Hating yourself after a fun day, blaming yourself for the foul
dismay.
Depression can be clear as day, or hidden like a needle in a
stack of hay.
Frightening is the thought that one is alone, even when
surrounded by thousands who love.
Always questioning why their existence is prone, to all that
1s negative,
That which they in hearts shove.
It can strike anyone at any stage in life,
From death, loss of husband or wife.
One forgets the need for food,

One lacks to see in everything they loved, the existed good.
When they truly care not to shed blood, not even their own.
When they cannot appreciate the commingling of the first
rain with earth,

Sometimes this disease is not shown.

Some live a life as shadows of what they were,

Not ever to transform, or a need to go anywhere.

They laugh when all laugh, and empathize when necessary.
But this depression I tell you is like a sick cough, always
increasing in potency.

Some end it all at the end of hard rope,

For they have lost all, even the building blocks of hope.
Some blow their brains out, yet they don't ever in pain shout.
The most painful part of it, is when peers shrug it off.
Unconcerned and callously say, “Cheer up”,
Nothing can cheer them up, not even the sight of the sun
coming up.

They are not harmful, nor evil, neither demons nor the spawn

7 of the devil.

They are like you and me, but who have lost the will to live.
They need not our sympathy, only our love we need to give.
They might appear as lost causes, they are simply lost in
many of life's sad pauses.

See them as you'd see yourself, they too are humans of red
meat and bone.
| Let them not sink in an abyss of no-return, let their meat and
bone to the world never be shown.

- Kevin Joseph
IIT B.Com 'B'
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Dark Ages

Darker are now the ages that we view
Honest men are like the striped cat, so very few.
Where the learned work for the elected
Where the elected from the pain of folk have profited
The malls we have are identical to the west
But our streets and back roads are our own.

At signals we see the cars of the city's best
Right next to the bicycle rider who drowns in loan.
It is a time when professionals put technology to good use,
But have lives pathetic that still involve domestic abuse.

When now the days are long and the nights even longer
Where man's resolve to step on another is even stronger
Funny times too, for we have more schools than offices
When the crops we need are dead, but the emphasis is on getting bar licenses.

When our children play with toys made by a younger child,
Bribes are the greetings of the day, morning to evening, shame is so mild.
When ego feeds the fire of indifference
We are slaves to the Gods in towers, they command our existence.
A time when even fires are cold and painless
Darker times when even a cleansing fire, which now corrupts, needs a bless.

- Kevin Joseph
I B.Com 'B'

Be True To Her, She'll Value You

Her eyes so dazzling and divine,
Makes her beautiful face shine.
Her ears decked with rubies,
Preparing her for all her lifetime duties.
Taking a vow to devote her life
To be a perfect wife.
Her smile, that lovely curve,
Which strengthens every tangled nerve.
Her heart filled with fantasies,
Only ends in tragedies.
Where she's hated, cursed, beaten and killed
Because of her enemies' ill will.
And this one plea to all of you:
Be true to her, she'll value you.

- Natasha Bennetts
III BA
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Six Feet Beds
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Poetry

| Love You Mom

I remember the day and the feeling,
The feeling that will last forever more,
How lovely was the intrepid day with you.

When I let myself go to take a chance,
To listen to the beat of your heart,
Your hug made me forget the fearful past.

And when you held my hand,
Holding it closer to your heart,
Your touch spoke the language of care.

When I walked with you all the way along,
I found a pathway to the castle of love,
Your footsteps took me on the right lines.

And for all that you have done for me,

I keep true to the dreams of your love,
That outlasts the sea, the earth and all.

- R. Roshni Singh
IIB.Com'C'
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Still Undone

I plan to get everything done.
I'm not sure it's gonna be that fun,
All my previous attempts have failed,
I think I'm now more brave.

You might wonder,
What all the fuss is about,
“It's just an assault to my poor nerves”, I cry out,
It's not child's play
I know that today.

Tackling precious time,
Has always been as tough as finding words that rhyme,
I can stare at the wall for hours together,
How peaceful it is I suddenly discover.

As my duties pile and accumulate,
I fail to change my state,
Need to address my problem,
Anyone with suggestions is welcome.

All said and done,
I guess I'll go now and hit the bed,
And snore away my time.
Hope you do not mind!

-Neenu Thomas
I BA




Prose

A Disillusioned Youth!

Many children, when they come out of
school, don't wish to go to college. And

when they are forced to go, they are depressed.
All they want is some employment somewhere.

Today, unemployment amongst the educated is
much more than the uneducated. There is
almost zero percent unemployment among the
uneducated people in the country. There are so
many job opportunities available to them -
plumbing, electrical work, carpentry etc. But
the educated are too 'high' to turn to these so
called “menial and lowly” jobs.

If education does not lead to employment, then
it is not practical at all; it does not serve any
purpose. Neither is it serving to uplift the moral
and spiritual values in a person, nor is it
increasing the enthusiasm in him. These are the
root causes of bigger problems like terrorism
and extremism. Terrorists are so, because they
have been brainwashed. They are
impoverished people. They take to guns
because they are ill-educated or misled people
who think, they can make quick money, using
short-cuts.

Youth is when one has enthusiasm; one has a
dream, a vision to move forward. Yet, when I
see the youth of today, the youthfulness seems

to have died even before it begins. How can we
solve this? We need to get back to our roots.
Never forget our roots. We have roots of
unimaginable depth. Today, if the world
appreciates India, it is because of its
civilization and culture. It has human and
universal values, which are appreciated across
its borders. The world loves and appreciates the
values that we bring forth — truth and non-
violence.

The enthusiasm that you have for nation-
building should not stop just with you; it should
spread like a wildfire. Whatever service you
render, even if very small, should not be
underestimated. It may be a drop in the ocean,
yet will certainly add to it.

We should communicate with people of
different cultures and religions and create a
sense of belonging between everyone. Then,
surely, our dream of the “world as one family”
will come true.
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My Life isn't Worth It

e spend our lives in the eternal pursuit of

happiness. Each fulfilled desire is
followed by another and it only gets deeper, the
more it is fulfilled. The bliss of success soon
turns into regret of not being able to do more.

Trapped in the hurricane of
modernization, we fail helplessly and end up
losing our identity and position. We can climb
on and attempt to find clarity. We climb the
mountain of success, indifferent of how much
further the summit is or if there even exists one.
We fail to realize that happiness is not out there
but deep within our own conscience.

Let's look back at our ancestry, all the
way back to the origin of mankind. They
nourished themselves by foraging and hunting.
They derived contentment from rather
insignificant sources. But we lost something
very essential: peace of mind. Our ancestors
found peace living in shacks that could barely
withstand the assault of natural forces and over

time, though we live in solid, concrete houses,
we have fallen from peace to pieces.

We can't deny that each one of us has
never felt like we were the unluckiest person
that could exist. It is but human nature. But
what we need to realize is that indeed we are
very lucky. If you aren't bedridden, diseased,
handicapped or homeless, you are already
leading a better life than over half'the rest of the
world. Think about it. Here you are reading this
article under a roof, on a full stomach. What if
you were someone else? You could have been
an illiterate or homeless person who can barely
make both ends meet. And yet, despite the
odds, here you are.

We are blessed with what most others only
dream of, but ironically, we don't realize its
worth. Even that movie star you adore so much
craves for the privacy that you enjoy. We pity
those below us but unfortunately, that is all we
ever do. We ought to appreciate our life for
whatitisn't.

The next time you hit the bottom of the
canyon, remember that your seemingly

insignificant life is a far-fetched dream for
many others. Even though you are but a grain of
sand in the vast desert, it is each of the
individual grains that sum up to form the
massive body of sand. Without you, the
universe will never be the same again. I believe
that with that revelation, we will rediscover the
treasure buried beneath the sands of time: Inner
peace.

- Shruthi Shetty B
| IB.Com'B'

Excelsior | 2015-16 97



Prose

Money,We Think, Can do a lot of Things

Time is one of the hardest things to give to
anyone anymore. Parents today have
children living in different continents, far away
from them. Even when they return home, they
remain engaged in chatting with friends and
others on the phone and on social media,
leaving their parents feeling neglected, or even
avoided.

We try to gift each other technology instead of
time. From buying smartphones, to helping us
stay connected and abreast with the modern
world, money, as we think, can do a lot of
things. From taking care of ageing parents to
getting a night nurse, buying a senior
healthcare plan, or getting knee replacements
done, money can do it all. It can buy pleasure
and fun for the family members. People of
today plan elaborate family outings, go to new
and expensive restaurants, watch movies in the
posh malls and multiplexes etc.

Whenever 1 go to one of the fancy buffet
restaurants in the city, I see families laughing,
enjoying their meals, taking selfies and having
quality time with each other. Even in the midst
of such an expression of joy, there usually is
somewhere in that crowd, an older person, a
granny or a granddad who seems a bit lost, yet
trying his/ her best to keep up with the others,
out of a wish to cherish and be a part of that
family time, all bought at the price of expensive
food and drinks. Times have changed from
when children would pile on top of each other,
rushing to the grandmother's bed and plead
with her to tell them new stories as the
afternoon sun would shine through the
windows. Those are now only memories of a
time in the past. There is no use of clinging to
those sweet memories of a better time.

My friend's granny was one of my favourite
people; she would hug me a lot and always
ensured that I was offered something to eat
even though she was well into her early 80's.
The last time I saw her was when she had
become housebound, and would keep shuffling
around her bedroom in a nightgown. It was a
fall that had left her shaken, and with tremors in
one hand due to the trauma. I told her I didn't
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want any tea, as [ was on my way to another
place, but she insisted and despite my protests
in just a few minutes reappeared with some
snacks and tea. A little later, I realized that I had
given her, if only for a little while, something
that money can never buy: my time. “You've
spent so much time with me today” she said
delightfully. And that was probably just half an
hour.

She had two sons; one was a doctor who lived
far away from her, in another continent. He did
the best he could, visiting her every year,
adjusting her prescriptions over the phone etc.
The last time he had come home, he was
searching for an old age home for her as it was
getting harder for them to look after her at
home. Her other son however did not want to be
saddled with the responsibility of his mother
who was now frail and weak. It seemed like
there was nobody who had the time to care for
her. People no longer had time for her old and
jaded stories, and considered her a burden.

She would talk to me about her early days. Even
the watery dal and the insipid curry that was
served for lunch had been celebrated, into a
great communal experience with all her cousins
sitting together for the meal in a single row.
“..And we would go up to the roof to light
lanterns and watch them float away into the
night sky. How beautiful they looked”, she'd
say. [ don't know how stressed she was about the
impending big move. “My head isn't working
anymore”, she said. And soon enough, her time
had come; she died in her own house amidst her
own things, where she could see a patch of the
sky through her window pane which was still
the same. Neither of her sons was there when
she passed away. One was a continent away, and
the other downstairs. She left quickly, like a
lantern floating away from a world where time
didn't matter, money did.

- Aishwarya K.
II BCA




Prose

double edged sword is a remarkable
weapon, reliable to cut and scar when
needed, yet it can allow your own blood to mix
with that of the enemy if you wield it without
experience. Anger is something like this; it
helps us take control of situations and moments
like a seasoned horse rider. Something about
anger demands subordination; and people yield
to it through fear.

Anger is irritation manifested into something
so beautiful, so energizing and ultimately so
powerful that it's the only emotion that asks for
time machines when it's passed. Some are
quick to anger, their tempers short as society's
tolerance for crime. They demand fear from
their peers and are seen as tyrants, always
irritated, always in a bad mood. They smile
when required, but most of the times sport a
menacing brow. These are the quickest to cool
down, for they long much for a relaxed smile.
Words help but the winner is actions we do to
help them curb their anger. Well that's one type
of angry people. The other type I would like to
present are the people whom we call normal.
They get angry on certain occasions - maybe
once or twice a day, maybe more if it's a
Monday and are generally nice people, not that
Iapprove.

There exists a third group of angry people who
are angry at something in particular, always.
They are mainly jobless and are forced to while

away their time in other “fun” ways. They are
angry towards the government, some angry
against the justice system, some angry at other
governments and some angry at other religions.
They have “fun” ways of showing anger. They
kill, loot and destroy. While this may be
borderline anarchy on its way in the line of lunacy.
This is fake anger. Anger, though it may seem as
negative trait it's rarely that. It's the most honest
outburst of emotions a human can show from the
depths of his pool of feelings. It may come as a
slow trickle or a torrent of destruction. Anger is a
state of mind where the angry one has a surge of
energy and such awesome phrases and sentences
are born at that angry moment that he or she
becomes the new 'Marshall Mathers' - such genius
of the English language. But as said earlier, this is
adouble edged sword, it cuts hard and deep, but at
the same time it can slice you up.

Anger demands regret, that is the natural order,
since we all care for our loved ones, the words and
phrases that one so very magically used when
angry become tools by which the relationship is
broken down. While we may ponder about what
anger really is, I would like to speak about yet
another group of individuals who are prone to
anger. That silent boy in class, the kindest man
you know, your sweet old aunt, they are the
embodiment of self-contained emotion, calm and
collected, jovial and fun. But dear reader, they are
the most dangerous users of anger - they are the
dancing Shivas, when angered. Their anger, when
triggered, is an avalanche and a tidal wave. Anger
is sinister and dark but it also holds power to
change the course of history - a short angry man
changed France forever. It can be cruel and
unforgiving, but can make mountains move; it
can be regretted, yet necessary; it can be extreme,
yet warranted. Anger may come and go but what
is constant are the results it leaves, both in history
and in hearts.

- Kevin Joseph
IIT B.Com 'B'
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One does things in accordance to what one feels
is right, where judgment is God, for one is the
disciple and prophet to his belief. Some beliefs are
made over time which some call stereotypes, but for
the individual, it is his code of conduct, his book of
exodus, what he does is the personification of his
life's ten commandments. One's beliefs are one's
own,which cannot be shaken by persecution at
times and at times requires only a sword aimed at
the throat. Learning is the sweet mistress of belief,
the one thing that the intellectuals engage in, which
is a sort of forbidden love in the alleys of strict
society, and tradition is the fat wife one forgets in
the annals of time, who brews bitterness. Beliefs
make one sane or insane according to how you take
it.

Being normal is a majority idea, where many
people together think something is normal, for
example years ago some thought the normality of
the time was the sun going about its way around the
earth, but now we 'know' that's not 'true'. The
emphasis on the earlier words is because again, it is
just a consensus of beliefs, not that everyone just
flew into space and saw the phenomena. Some call a
few people insane for not following the majority
idea because it is something unknown, and like
history has repeated many times; the unknown has
always been an enemy of humans. Order is what we
seek in the implementation of beliefs, for chaos
cannot be predicted and measured. It is normal for
the anarchists, but to the lazy, it is pure evil. Yes, |
would term the ones against anarchy as lazy, for
they cannot put in the power of the spirit to bring
chaos. Why and how is this related to belief? It is, for
being lazy is the belief that effort is not required for
the particular task.
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Then comes religion. We can discuss about this for
years and only scrape the crust. So, in short, let's
understand that it is a set of beliefs and traditions. I
must applaud it for it has crossed seas and deserts,
continents and languages to implement its regime in
the hearts and the laws of lawmakers and laymen
alike, yet it sometimes stops one from believing in
what one chooses. It asks for sacrifice and in this
process humans lose a little more the ability to find
the building blocks necessary to believe in anything
new.

Dogmas may come and go but men go on forever.
The belief that we can go through anything and
come out like a ragged,bombed area but yet...
survive, yes, that is our aim through belief - to
survive. Belief is the embodiment of hope; it helps
us get through the toughest of times and look back
and say, “I did it through what I believe in.” Even
though it creates fundamentalists, belief is the cool
breeze that ignites hope in us, that light at the end of
the tunnel which can be shaken and changed, broken
and damaged but like a phoenix, it shall rise. Even at
the time a coffin goes under, we believe in a better
place; even in war we believe in a better tomorrow
for our children and that is why it is energy that
cannot be destroyed, only converted, only spread,
only allowed to grow. We are what we believe, for
that is encoded in our DNA, our marrow and the sky
and dust.

- Kevin Joseph
III B.Com 'B'
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Effects of Media - A Thought

have a theory to propose which many may

oppose. However, my theory is “most
humans learn from studying what others do”,
which is also accepted psychologically. For
example, like in the olden days, when
schooling was not a system, a person was
required to be an apprentice to learn a certain
art. The disciple would carefully observe his
master's work and gradually learn that art and
master it. Another example: every child learns
to talk and do certain things from the examples
that s/he is exposed to. It is a universal truth that
people learn from what they observe.

Now my argument is, I believe that, since the
invention of different Media, especially
television and internet, the young generation is
exposed to lots of faulty examples, which they
learn and store in their minds. And this kind of
learning wouldn't do them any good but only
harm if practised.

But, at the same time, if today's youth take the
good examples and learn from them, then the
media in that way is doing a great job. But we
all are witnesses and know that the media
mostly doesn't screen good examples. It many-
a-time displays murder scenes and fighting and
all sorts of negative examples, from which the
young people unintentionally learn. They feel
that it is cool to imitate actors and they start
impersonating them and cultivate bad habits
too.

Media productions usually project
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subjects relating to sex, crime, jealousy, hatred,
competition and politics. And such topics
would fundamentally trigger negative
sensibilities and less of a positive feeling. But
media does not back out from promoting such
topics because they believe that people want it,
though that is not completely true. The bigger
truth is that media does it to compete and to
make more money. They force people to watch
it and people are used to it now. People would
watch what they are exposed to as they have not
much choice.

But how wonderful it would be if media could

screen the different beautiful cultures, people,
and places, from which people could learn and
appreciate other people and be able to love them
instead of hating and competing. Nevertheless,
there are some channels which do run such
programs but not with much exposure to the
core of cultures. And also movies without
violence, rather with morals would definitely
help people learn good examples and make the
world a better place to live in with more love
and peace around.

This is my belief and thought.
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Embracing Cultures

Culture means a way of life. It's the
way in which human beings have
lived and evolved since time
immemorial. Across the world, people
are bound or wedded to a particular
culture. Each country has its own culture
and customs like American, African,
European, Asian culture etc.

Culture is eminent in an individual's
upbringing as it reflects in the way one
conducts oneself. In fact, culture is a part
and parcel of day-to-day life. Cross
examining culture from an Indian
perspective, every nook and corner of this vast
country is embedded with its own culture like
its four regions of North, East, South and West.
People hailing from Punjab, Bihar, Delhi,
Haryana etc., are collectively referred to as
North Indians; while those from the South, be it
a Tamilian, Malayali, Andhrite or Kannadiga
are collectively termed as South Indians or
“Madrasi”. Our society is a mix of these
cultures. The word 'culture' is so symbolic that
each area or country is represented by its own
cultural programme. Nowadays, every mega
event is incomplete without a cultural
performance. Showcasing or highlighting one's
culture has become the trend of the town.

The much hyped “Valentine's Day”
celebrations in our country is the best example
of cultural embracing. Old timers opine that the
blind aping of other cultures (especially
American and European culture in this case)
harms one's own culture as it is mere copying
and nothing else. Rather than imitating or
copying others, we would be better off, if we
spare some time to think deeply about the
culture we exist in, as it is deep-rooted, which
cannot be wiped off overnight.

In a vast and diverse country like India, each
region and religion has its own culture. Hence
people of one particular region tend to
differentiate themselves when they come into
contact with people from other states or regions
of the country. If a South Indian or a Malayali
criss-crosses to Northern states, he is
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categorised as “Mallu”, owing to his difficulty
in grasping the language of that region (in this
case Hindi). Same is the reaction vice-versa.
Due to this polarisation, people prefer to remain
connected within their group as the so called
cultural links bind them together, enabling free
mixing and mingling.

Almost the same principle applies to the
working and the wealthy classes. Often the
working class is labelled so, within which they
have developed their own culture, wherein
only they exist and the question of a co-
existence with the rich and wealthy is totally
ruled out. The very basis of cultural
differentiation is people's belief. The human
race exists purely on belief, and faith forms the
epicentre of cultural roots. In today's fast
developing and quick paced technological
generation, youngsters may tend to disagree
with the elders regarding the value of culture,
belief, faith etc. But as the saying goes, move
according to the times and swim with the tide
and not against it. Likewise culture too is
embedded in our system as the human race is
embraced by culture. Hence the problem of
“embracing” culture does not arise, as it already
exists within us.

- Vaishnavi Vaidyanathan
II BA
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Generation Gap

he difference in attitude, opinions or behaviour

between two generations leads to a generation
gap. This has recently become more of a social
problem.

But why? Was not everyone once a youngster and
will not everyone become older? Yet, there is a huge
difference of opinion. Everything like clothing,
music, food, speaking, technology etc. has
changed. Due to the rapid changes in almost all
fields in recent decades, the generation gap has
widened. This always was, is and will be a problem.
Needless to say the causes for the generation gap is
a two-way street, the elder and younger generation
both are equally responsible.

The two generations can't seem to get along with
each other. Elder people always complain about
how young people lack respect and are
indisciplined and the younger generation questions
them and makes fun of their value system. Young
people want to be left alone to lead a life without the
elders breathing down their neck.

People always think that their way is the best and
others must also be like them. Maybe that's how
we're built - to think only of ourselves as relevant.
We fail to realize that there is more than one way to
reach a destination.

The older generation can enrich their lives by
thinking in new ways and adjusting themselves to
the new situations, while the younger generation
can make their life successful by benefitting from
the experiences of the elders. We must learn to
bridge this gap that divides our society into two
different social groups and learn to live together in
social harmony.

- Simon Raj
IB.Com 'B'

“Why?"

Y Why?' That is the question that I always ask, to

people, to things, to situations, to everything.
Neither do I question feelings, nor do I question
facts, but people and things and situations and
everything.

It is not about clearing doubts or wanting to know
what is out there and about. It is not a way to
annoy or say that [ am always right. Yes it does
give a tinge of happiness to see people being
asked about the simple things in life and why oh,
why they're so. Why do people toss and turn to
find some joy and bliss and why do some find joy
and bliss in the simple things of life?

People say that asking 'why?' will never give me
answers but only cause me trouble and confusion.
Yet, why do people assume that there can't be
another answer to the facts, figures and the so
called 'definitions'? Can't one think of the
impossible and make them possible? Why can't

question? Why can't I ask? Why do people stop
and not accept another way of seeing people,
things, situations, everything?

I know that asking 'why?' is somewhat silly and an
annoyance. Some think it is not of great
importance. Why so?

But anyway, what is most important is that we
should not stop ourselves from wanting to learn
and know more. We should be a little less
dogmatic and more empirical and I bet that you
will have fun seeing some confusion in the faces of
some when questioned about people, about things,
about situations, about everything.

-Jehvera B. Nongkynrih
IBA
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Where Is The Love?

hen I was a little girl, I was a huge fan of

Disney movies. Stories of a beautiful castle,
a pretty damsel who manages to meet the handsome
prince and then of course the final scene where they
lived happily ever after used to leave me spell
bound. And my naive mind used to think that this
must certainly be true love. But then I grew up. I
became exposed to different situations and
different people, which made me question if love
really existed or if it was just an illusion. The fairy-
tale idea of love soon vanished from my mind. But,
deep down, I still believed love existed somewhere.
It may not exist in the so called romantic movies
where the hero beats the villain and his entire army
single handed just to save the love of his life.
Rather, I knew it existed in common everyday
situations that we tend to overlook. Maybe it
existed in the food that my mom cooked for me
despite a hard day at work. Or it was visible when
my father worked hard, sacrificing his leisure just
to give me a good future. But it is a common
tendency of human beings to stray from what love
actually is.

Dalai Lama beautifully expresses this idea in his
poem The Paradox of our Times where he writes
“We talk too much, love too seldom and hate too
often.” Love is now just based on how much the
other person can give to us and not how much we
can give to the other person. We are also so caught
up with our busy schedules that we forget to love
those who are there for us. We forget to give to those
who are less fortunate. We forget to thank our
servants at home. More than often, it is these little
things that matter the most. And we do not perform
these little deeds of love. I had a friend who refused

to give money to a little boy who was begging
because she thought he was dirty. However she was
kind enough to share many Facebook posts which
claimed to donate money to African children if the
post was shared. I wonder how many lives she
saved.

As hilarious as it might seem, it is the sad truth. It is
common for teenagers nowadays to spend hours
and hours chatting with their sweethearts over the
phone. But then, it irritates them when their own
mothers call just to ask if they reached safely. It is
easy for us to say “I love you” to our lover. But when
was the last time that we told these words to our
parents who have sacrificed so much for us? Since
when has love become so shallow? We have more
money and live in luxury. But the people who made
sacrifices for our education are in an Old Age Home.
We have fancy dining tables but half of the family is
gathered in front of the TV. We might claim to be
kind hearted but we judge people without knowing
their story. We claim to be affectionate but we
secretly despise people. Our smiles are fake and our
feelings even more fake. We love material things
more than people. Despite humans achieving
almost everything that the mind can imagine, we
have lost out on something that really matters. We
have lost what binds us all together and the one
essential component that actually matters — LOVE.
It is time we look up from our phones, it is time we
look around and it is time we change before it
becomes too late.

- Sarah Gee Varughese
I BA
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Learn From The Glow Worms

was awestruck when I saw glow worms lighting

up the sky after dusk. These beetles usually glow
to attract a mate or to warn off a predator. How
joyful it is to watch them dazzle in the night sky?
They are bioluminescent, capable of producing
light in their body.

It also left me pondering over the fact that how at
times many of us are lost in the dark as the night.
People are miserable due to sickness, poverty, loss
of a dear one, etc. The misery engulfs them like the
darkness of the night. How many of us are able to
overcome and emerge as glow worms, lighting up
our own lives? These tiny little creatures have
evolved a mechanism to emit light on their own. It
not only adds to their survival but also becomes a
thing of beauty and joy.

How many of us are able to ignite the passion in us
and pass it on to others as well? It's this auto-
ignition process that is required in each of us. We
have to motivate ourselves to achieve our mission
in life. Let the spark in us tear apart every
obstruction and challenge. We are the masters of
our own destiny, but could also become a guiding
force or serve to light up another person's life.

The universe evolved out of darkness. Similarly,
there is darkness around us in the form of
negativity. When we light up ourselves with
goodness, we dispel the darkness around. We
become torchbearers of positive vibes and bring joy
to those lives we touch upon. A random act of
kindness would have a multiplier effect on people
around us. Kindness is the most glorified and
required virtue among the people in the society. Itis
the greatest captivating and motivating force.

“We are all worms. But I do believe I am a glow
worm”, said Winston Churchill. He was the guiding
light in encouraging many a youth in England
during the war times.

Material wealth is imperative to have a decent
living in the society. To survive, we all need money.
We always gravitate towards materialistic things.
This can be in the form of a house, a fatter bank
balance, a vacation to an exotic location or trying to
climb higher up the professional ladder or earn a
super profit in a business venture. To achieve this,
we require a drive. This lighting up of oneself will
help us to lift ourselves. Yet, materialism by itself
will not suffice to have a meaningful and
purposeful life.

We need to give back to the society in our own way.
Philanthropy need not be practised only after our
retirement. It has to be done along with materialistic
pursuit. They are not two water-tight compartments.
Each has to blend with one another. We can better
the life of others by stretching forth a helping hand,
be it palliative care for the sick, a contribution to
charity homes or kind words to a weary soul.
Developing a company or societal outreach can be
done by firms and individuals alike! One need not
wait to attain saturation in acquiring wealth to think
about helping the needy people around.

Many of us emulate role models in life. These glow
worms teach us that each one of us is a role model to
oneself. Let us ignite the light within us.

Just as these tiny creatures create wonders in nature,
we can also lead a wonderful life with the twin
objective of self-fulfilment and reaching out to the
people around us. Let us fill up the world with
progress, goodness and humanity.

- Abhijeet Kabad
IT year BA
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The Third Hour before Lunch

he human mind is a complicated system that

performs computations based on thoughts and
reason to keep the human body running, and
sustains the personality and being of the owner.
This article is a philosophical piece on the plight of
the students during the third hour, the hour before
lunch, which is just pathetic, as they seem to just rot
away during this hour, well, at least that's how they
feel.

AsTlook at my watch, I exclaim “Oh my God! One
more hour to go...” and just as the teacher leaves at
the end of the second hour, leaning back into my
bench I send out a wide yawn, wider than anybody
else's in the class. At no other time in my life does
my mind grant to my sleep more importance than
this one, the third hour of the college's week day.
My mind continues to think about hanging outside
with friends, and spending time on social
networking sites, as [ ask myself “Why are the
teachers so punctual?!” and, as we rise to greet the
next teacher walking into our class, I wish we
would rather be wishing him/her 'goodnight'.

And as the lecture commences and the teacher's
voice fills up the room, I try to continue sleeping,
but this time with an eye open, and with an
unfocussed gaze at the teacher's actions. Now when
I feel a good half-an-hours' time has gone by, I take
another good look at my watch. Even as others
seem to be repeating similar actions, I see to my
despair that somehow just ten or fifteen minutes
have elapsed and [ sigh in resignation.

Thoughts about lunch begin flooding my mind and
I'm almost drooling. A bunch of students vent out
their feelings with a rude comment or two, while
everybody eagerly waits for the bell like their lives
hinged upon it. And finally, it rings!

The entire class in a tide rushes out of the class
without bothering about the teacher, and moves in
troops that almost leave the teacher trapped.

The horror! That horror! The last hour before lunch.
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Where there is love,
here is hope

Love is probably the cheapest of any
commodity and the easiest of any virtue that
can be shared among the people of this world. Love
works like a magic potion, filling confidence in the
hearts that choose to share it. It is said that God's
nature is one of love, and after all is said and done,
only love remains. We must know that we find our
existence in love, and that everything in the world
finds existence by virtue of the same love.

I believe that love acts as a potential weapon of
reconciliation, and when it flourishes in the world,
all hatred ceases and joy fills the heart of mankind.
One of most famous presidents of the United States,
Abraham Lincoln found the courage and
confidence to fight slavery through his love for
humanity. He was one of the many tender hearts
that just could not bear to see the plight of the slaves
who suffered mercilessly at the hands of the white
people. If he, as the president of his State had
allowed hatred to grow, he would surely have
achieved nothing. He was also sure of the fact that
there is hope in love and that hatred is futile.

The holy scriptures of the world, in many ways
highlight the fact that sin is the misuse or, the abuse
of freedom and that human beings are by nature,
sinful. Yet God is always ready to forgive and
accept us humans, for his love is one that is
forgiving, full of hope and gentle.

In the days of the freedom struggle, Mahatma
Gandhi said “For us, patience is as same as the love
for humanity”. He too knew that there is hope in
love, not hatred.

Love is a universal virtue which is strong, gentle,
forgiving and a force that unites, unlike hatred
which only serves to cause recursive divisions
among people. Love is the fulfilment of the human
desire to care for fellow beings, an act of consent to
do what is good for others, an act of sacrifice to
make others' lives better and a force that has shaped
many of the accomplishments of mankind and also
the major contributor to the growth of humanity.

-Steven Lobo
IBBM
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Beautiful You

hen people ask you

to describe yourself,
can you? Well, it might
seem like a piece of cake.
Most of us start with our
names, then our place of
origin and so on and so
forth, but, truly speaking, is
that all there is? Just basic
information that can be put
forth in a couple of
sentences? These days, we
remain so deeply engaged
in our work and social lives
that there exists no 'me
time' on our daily
schedules. Seriously!
When was the last time you
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sat down with a cup of tea,
lost in thoughts about you?
Maybe thinking about where you are today and
where you want to see yourself tomorrow. Now-a-
days we find it really hard to find our true selves,
because we have all become too caught up in trying
to just fit in, but why? Why can't we be what we
wish to be? Why not choose to show the beautiful
you to the outside world?

We are afraid of being rejected. We simply don't
realise that it's okay to be different, and good to be
unique. Most of the time, we forget ourselves in the
desire to fit in with the rest of the crowd. Why is that
so? '"The cool kids' get their title because we make
them feel that way, not because of the shoes they
wear, or their clothes or even hair. When you
choose to take the first step at standing out, or
raising your voice and letting yourself be heard,
you may be laughed at, ignored or even shunned,
but isn't that the most they can do? That's just one
aspect! Think of the many ways by which you could
become an eye-opener for so many! You might as
well set a perspective that others could think of,
even choose to follow. But all that may not happen
at once; it takes time to make your own identity. If
everyone had the same way of thinking, the same
dressing style, or even a homogenous outlook for
everything in life, our world would lose its beauty;
things, their uniqueness and people their identities,
just like if all the flowers turned into only one kind,
colour and type, they lose the ability to evoke
admiration. The world then would have nothing
special about it.

We are the ones to decide who we want to be and
how we want to be. Even if it comes at a price to
pay, so be it! Let 'unique' be the new you! The new
'it' in the market is probably the new trend. [t may be
hard to find yourselfin a crowd, butit's certainly not
impossible. So, the next time you sit down with a
cup of tea to think of 'you', you should not just be
able to describe the real you, rather let your
existence and lifestyle speak volumes about the
kind of person you've chosen to be. Don't just end
with a hobby or a special interest that you have,
instead let others know what you truly are —the real
and beautiful you. Being unique isn't always easy,
but it still is a wonderful thing. Each and every
person can be special in her/his own way. It is such
uniqueness that in turn makes people distinct and,
their will to live with integrity leaves them
unbreakable. They are not only able to shield
themselves but also have a good control over their
emotions, desires, attitudes and social behavior. So,
from now on, let us all choose to be proud and
beautiful individuals that we indeed are, and also
express ourselves to the fullest of our being in our
world.

- Teena Benny Thomas
I B.Com 'B'
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Trust: Is Too Much Of It A Bad Thing?

¢ 6Be careful who you trust, the devil too was once
an angel.” Trust is a powerful emotion. It cannot
simply be defined as believing someone or having
faith in the other person. It is something much more
than that. Despite how much we claim otherwise,
trust is seen in the actions of every human being. It
is seen when we trust the doctor to prescribe the
right medicine. It is seen when students trust their
teachers to grade them fairly. It is also visible when
a child holds his mother's hand tightly before
crossing the road. And in spite of seeing trust
everywhere, no one can really understand the
concept of trust.

Trust is the foundation of a relationship. It is the
most vital quality among the many things that we
expect from the other person. Trust and love go
hand in hand. When we love someone, we also trust
them. Trust is the best proof of love. Trust is
believing that the other person is honest and true to
you. Yes, trust is certainly very essential, but too
much of it will only ruin you in the long run. Trust is
very fragile. It takes seconds to break and forever to
earn. And once it is broken, it will never be the same
again. Never trust anyone blindly. Despite how
sweet those frequent compliments might sound,
you will realize eventually that they were just
empty words. You might know a person for ten
years. He or she might promise you the stars, the
moon and even the entire galaxy. And yet that
person might still break your trust.

My own experience with trust has been
excruciatingly painful, difficult and
confusing. A few years ago, it did not take
much for me to trust a person. I was always
a friendly and caring person who would go
out of my way to do things for those whom
I loved. Little did I know that the very
people whom I loved and trusted so much
would backstab me and leave a
permanent scar on my heart. My mind

used to scream every night “Why
me?”’And before I knew it, I too

had changed to a large extent.

Walls were built around my heart.

Fear engulfed my mind. It certainly
wasn't a pretty picture. The good part is
that I certainly became more vigilant and
strong. But again, it took years to finally
figure out myself.

Prevention is always better than
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cure. So, we must always be cautious while trusting
someone. Never let anyone take advantage of you.
Let me remind you, I am by no means against
trusting someone. I am only advising you not to
trust someone beyond the required extent. It is also
important to be a trustworthy person. While telling
a few lies may seem a small thing to us, it could
entirely shatter the other person's life. Cheating and
lying to someone who trusts you doesn't make them
stupid. It makes you a bad person.

At the same time, try to be cautious while dealing
with people. Do not fall prey to sweet talk and fake
promises. Trust those who have been with you
through good and bad. Trust those who love you
unconditionally. Trust actions more than words.
Stay far from those whose words drip with sugar
while they talk with you just to get something done.
They aren't worth your attention. A little caution
will save you a massive heartache while too much
of trust will only lead to more puffy eyes, wet
pillows and anti-depressant pills.

- Sarah Gee Varughese
II BA
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Childhood and Technology

y brother had sent his five-year-old daughter

and 11-year-old son to our hometown for
their summer vacation. For the kids, who spent all
their summers in summer camps, playing PS3 and
watching cartoons, this was a nice opportunity to be
pampered by their grandparents and play real
cricket, go wild and embrace their childhood.

While my niece befriended our neighbour's cow,
cat, and a rooster, my nephew turned to my book
collection. One week after starting with Harry
Potter and the Philosopher's Stone, he proudly
informed me that he had finished the entire series.
Of course, I questioned him! It was then [ found his
little secret. He revealed that the story was so
interesting that he couldn't wait to know what will
happen next, so he read the plot summary on
Wikipedia and looked up fun facts from Buzzfeed.
But now that he knows the story, he is not planning
toread the book.

With information available at one's fingertips, the
next generation is expecting too much in a short
time. This advancement of information technology
prevents children from learning the art of patience.
The speed and effectiveness of internet can also
deprive children of imagination, and the
satisfaction of achieving an award after hard work
and patience.

Rather than enjoying their summer vacation
climbing trees or splashing about in shallow
streams, these kids spend their time indoors
playing Clash of Clans or watching Ninja Hatori
for the hundredth time. This contagious behaviour
had affected even my
neighbourhood kids who
came with their bat and
ball to play.

According to the study

by uSwitch, tablets and smartphones are the
uppermost gifts on a child's wish list. One cannot
deny the fact that tech gifts also have benefits. It
helps the child develop mathematical and
analytical skills through games. Now kids can
watch whatever they want, whenever they want, for
as long as they want.

Internet and information force children to grow up
fast. It gave me a shock when my five-year-old
niece grew up to give me fashion advice on clothes
and accessories. The little girl knows too much just
by playing Barbie Doll games. Today, it is hardly a
surprise to see pre-teen girls posing with perfect
pouty lips and heavy make-up in their Instagram
pages.

Having unlimited access to the internet through
tablets and smart phones come with a risk. Internet
and information technology is only going to
advance. The things that the coming generation can
access will only increase. Before handing our
phones to children to calm them down we should
take a moment to think what behaviour we are
reinforcing. Technology is an unavoidable part of
childhood now, but we should prevent it from
becoming the entire childhood.

- Anju Michael
Asst. Professor,
Dept. of Journalism
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Grapes of Wrath

few words of caution to the reader: [ have
never read Steinbeck. If you are expecting a
book review, this is your cue to stop reading. This
personal anecdote is followed by a moral of sorts. If
you are not a fan of moral stories too, you can stop.
As for the puzzling title - it will become clearer as
you proceed.

I'like fruits. They are healthy, tasty and inexpensive
if you go by seasonal availability. Picture then, a
hot, sweltering, dusty afternoon at Ernakulam.
Amma and I are in the middle of some shopping. |
have, quite foolishly, forgotten to carry a water
bottle. My mother suggests a visit to the nearby
Juice Pub - a joint that serves fresh juice near
Convent Junction. Neither the place nor the
refreshments it offers, are alien to me. It used tobe a
regular haunt for me and my friends in our
undergraduate days. So we traipse along happily.

They say grape juice contains anti-oxidants that
will keep you young. [ wouldn't know. [ have never
wanted to look any younger. They say grape juice
helps in subduing menstrual cramps. Again, |
couldn't vouch for this. Anyway, my decision was
not, as far as I remember, based on any such
information. [ am fascinated by the “colour purple”
(I majored in Literature for a reason) and its tangy-
sweetness is mouth- watering. Unbefitting the
subtleties expected of a young woman, I greedily
gulp it down. Amma frowns as [ shamelessly reach
out for her glass and take a generous swig of the
papaya juice she ordered. Afterwards we go home.
Hereabouts starts the tragedy.

I am basically a healthy individual. I do not fall sick
often. However, I am allergic to insects of certain
sorts - ticks, fleas and a kind of worm
(choriyaampuzhu) - I have no idea what it is called
in English. A single bite or exposure is enough to
trigger off a chain reaction. In an hour or so, my
entire body would be covered with itchy, bright red
weals. In the past, [ had been forced to forgo upto a
week's class after such an attack. My memory,
however, must've grown musty. I had forgotten
how bad it could get.

When the symptoms began, [ was surprised but not
overly worried. After all I hadn't been near any
animals that day. The last serious reaction was
atleast fifteen years ago. With age, one is bound to
get stronger, or so | reckon. Five hours and a
disturbed nap later, the itchiness and redness was
only getting worse. We had run out of anti- allergen
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and Caladryl. Obstinately, I refused to go out and
buy them. (Thick-headedness is not uncommon
among certain scions of our family). A bath gave
temporary respite. Very soon though, [ was
scratching out my skin, panicking, feeling
extremely sorry for myself and on the verge of
tears. Two exasperated parents were vacillating
between righteous unconcern (“We told you so”)
and sympathy for me (“Don't scratch like that,
baby”). By now, we had realized that this allergy
must be due to some chemical sprayed on the
grapes. The thought was anything but reassuring. If
insect bite could set me off pretty bad, imagine how
much worse the direct ingestion of the irritant.

Sleep was just out of the question. [ wanted to strip
off my skin. Desiring nothing more than to pull out
hair by the handfuls, I walked up and down. Even
my scalp was itchy. If they were not so annoying,
the welts could be said to be beautiful. Whole
continents were surfacing on my arms, neck, legs -
everywhere. A curious tint of red too. I dipped a
towel in water and rubbed it gently over my skin.
They partially subsided. I managed to close my
eyes for a couple of hours, before it started all over
again. My mother, who had been sitting up with me
all night, was not amused. Poor woman. I don't
blame her. Now, [ was in the praying stage — “Please
God, I promise to set aside my selfishness,
stubbornness, stupidity and become a better person.
Make it go away.”

Anew day dawned, the medicine and Caladryl were
bought. The tablet — Cetzine - hardly the size of a
grain of rice did the trick. In half-an-hour, the itchy
continents were sunk. I learnt my lesson.

Moral: If you are allergic, you simply are. Do not
pretend to strengths you don't possess. Always keep
Cetzine and Caladryl at hand. Listen to your parents
- they mean well. If you must have fresh juice,
prefer fruits that are peeled before they are crushed.

- Maria Rajan Thaliath
Asst Professor,
Dept. of English




Fiction

The Joke's on You

Mrs. Simpson opened the door on the third
knock. It was the new babysitter, Sophia.
“Hi!” said Mrs. Simpson with a smile, “You're right
on time. Come on in!” Sophia stepped inside and
instantly felt warmer. “Hello! I'm glad I made it.
The traffic is insane out there!” she said, hanging
her coat. “I'm sorry for the trouble dear” Mrs.
Simpson said apologetically. “Jenny is already
asleep. There's milk and cookies if she wakes up. I'll
be back around midnight. Okay? Thanks again! Be
good.” And so, Sophia was left to fend for herself.
“Just for a few hours. And the kid's already asleep.
How hard can it be?” she thought.

She went to Jenny's room to check on her, and
found her sleeping peacefully. So, Sophia started
patrolling the house, making herself at home. By
now, it was dark outside. The faint sound of thunder
was growing louder, as it started to drizzle. Walking
through the massive house, she came across a
partially opened door at the end of the hallway. She
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stepped in, and found herself surrounded by
clowns. Lots and lots of clowns. Some as small as a
pillow and one even larger than herself, was sitting
with its head towards the window on an armchair.
She had always been uncomfortable around
clowns. Not a phobia, but not what she'd choose for
her birthday party. “Stupid clowns” she muttered.
She closed the open window, as raindrops were
coming in.

Suddenly, a loud ringing made her jump. It was the
telephone. She breathed a sigh of relief and left the
room. The telephone was just ten steps away from
the door, in the hallway. “Hello?” “Hi! It's me.” said
Mrs. Simpson.“Just checking if you're settled in.”
“Yes. You have a beautiful house. But the big clown
in the toy room is kind of creepy” she said, looking
at the clown sitting on the armchair, looking right at
her. “Strange”, she thought “The wind must've
turned his head.” She turned away and continued
the conversation. “Which one?” Mrs. Simpson
said, laughing out loud. “I know there are
many. Jenny adores them.” Sophia laughed
too, but still sceptical, said “The really big
one, you know, bigger than me?” There was
silence on the other side of the phone.
“Sophia, we don't have a clown that big.”
Thunder resounded through the night.
Frozen, Sophia realized that the wind
couldn't have turned its head. She had shut
the window. She dropped the phone, and
turned around. The clown, standing right
behind her, calmly said, “The joke's on
you.” That was the last thing she
remembers before hitting the floor, blood
trickling down her cheek.

Sophia slowly opened her eyes, her head
throbbing, to a dimly litroom. It looked and
smelled damp, foul, as if it hadn't seen
sunlight for years. Looking around, she
noticed there were many more beds in the
room, all empty. She tried to move, but
found herself handcuffed to the bedpost. A
soft humming could be heard from the next
room, a serene tune, chilling to the bone.
She got her mind racing again. “Think
Sophia! Think!” She found an oil lamp
beside the table. She picked it up with her
free hand and poured it all over the cuffed
one. She tried to slip her hand out, but it
wasn't working. Then, to her horror, she
realized that the humming had stopped, and
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could now hear footsteps approaching. A surge of
fear lent her energy and she yanked her hand out of
the cuff, snapping the bone of her thumb. Stifling a
scream, she tiptoed across the room, but the door
behind her was opening, so she quietly slipped
under the nearest bed.

The wooden floor creaked as the footsteps grew
closer. She could see a pair of black boots,
glistening with drops of crimson. The figure quietly
inspected her bed across the room. Then, to her
surprise, he turned and left. She held her breath for a
few more seconds to make sure he was really gone.
She was about to crawl out, when she noticed
something peculiar about the mattress she was
hiding under. It was oddly shaped at the bottom. It
looked like the contours of a human face behind the
fabric; the deep eye sockets, the protruding nose,
and a gaping mouth. She hesitantly reached out to
touch it. The moment she made contact, the mouth
snapped close. This time, her scream echoed
through the whole place, as she scurried out and ran
towards the door. The mattresses contained live
humans stitched inside them. The thought made her
nauseous. She burst into what looked like a study.
She paused, noticing a wall full of newspaper
cuttings. “COLLEGE CLOWN MASSACRE”,
“KILLER CLOWN STRIKES AGAIN”, “THE
CRIMSON BIRTHDAY PARTY”. She read each
headline, which were carefully mounted, like a
prize or a trophy. This was enough to put her
instincts into gear. She ran out of the main door,
wondering where the assailant had gone. She
considered herself very lucky, as she ran into the
driveway and out onto the road. It was in the middle
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of nowhere,
surrounded by trees. A
perfect hideout, a
perfect playground for
a psychopath. As she
ran through the rain,
she saw a pair of
headlights ahead. She
thanked her stars and
hailed the vehicle. As
the car pulled over, she
was relieved to see a
kind-eyed man in his
mid-forties. “Evening
ma'am! What are you
doing out here at this
hour?” he said with a
heavy southern
accent. “Help me!
Please! There's a killer
out here!” Sophia said
frantically.  “Okay
okay calm down! Hop on in.” he said, opening the
door. Sophia got in thankfully and locked the door.
The man said nothing, just drove at a steady speed.
Sophia breathed slowly to calm her nerves, and
hugged herselfto stop the biting chill. She felt dizzy
from all the fatigue. Suddenly, the man started
humming a soft tune as he drove. She faintly
recognized it, but couldn't put her finger on it. Then
it hit her. It was the same tune she had heard back at
the mansion. She didn't look at the man. Eyes
forward, horrified, she looked straight ahead,
clutching the sides of her seat. Her fingers found
something soft and fluffy beneath her seat. Slowly,
she pulled it out and looked down. It was orange
hair. Orange hair from a clown's mask. Time had
stopped for Sophia. She turned her head slowly to
steal a glance at the driver, but she found him
looking right at her already. Smiling and amused,
with a murderous smile, he said, “The joke's on
you.” Sophia's unheard scream ripped through the
night, as the car drove back towards the mansion.
Funny how things turn out sometimes, right? After
all, clowns are supposed to be funny.

- Raunak Nandi
IBA
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